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Pluck of the Irish 

The wet weather didn't dampen spirits at the Brooklyn Irish-American Parade on Park Slope's 
Prospect Park West Sunday. Brightening up the scene were (clockwise from top left) an 
unidentified green-bearded man, Alexandra Graham, 11, and Delia Murphy, 2. 


Pollsters push 
Ratner arena 


EXCLUSIVE 


Excerpts from 
the pollster’s 
phone call: p.5 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An advocacy telephone poll promoting Brook- 
lyn’s biggest potential development project 
collided with the project’s fiercest opponent 
while canvassing the borough’s telephone lines 
this week. 

Patti Hagan, an 
outspoken oppo- 
nent of developer 
Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards 
plan, said she re- 
ceived a phone 
call on Sunday at 6:30 pm from a pollster asking 
about her political inclinations and thoughts on the 
project and its supporters. 

Hagan, who has had the same phone number at 
her St. Mark’s Avenue brownstone for 26 years, 
gave the pollster an earful. 

“He started laughing at a certain point,” she said, 
after she repeated her strong opposition following 
long, explanatory and leading questions. 

Forest City Ratner Companies, when asked if they 
commissioned Pacific Crest Research to perform the 
study regarding their plans to build a 19,000-seat 
Nets basketball arena and 17 high-rises with more 
than 4,500 new units of housing and office space to 
Prospect Heights, declined to answer the question. 

“We don’t discuss our internal research,” said 
spokesman Barry Baum. 

Pacific Crest Research was not listed in the area 
code or city provided by the pollster to Hagan, how- 
ever, searches on the Internet found the firm to be 
connected with political and investment research. 

Hagan, who has spoken out against Atlantic Yards 
since she first heard of Ratner’s plans for the mega- 
development just blocks from her home, said several 
of the questions featured “leading” or inaccurate and 
biased language, a key feature of “push polling.” 
Push polling attempts to influence — rather than 
measure — public opinion — by using questions 
worded in a manner intended to spread information 
that is often incorrect about people and positions that 
run counter to the position of the poll’s client. 



Atlantic Yards critic gets call 
promoting Nets agenda 


Prospect Heights resident Patti Hagan makes a point to Forest City Ratner President and CEO 
Bruce Ratner outside Junior's Restaurant on Flatbush Avenue Extension in 2003. 


“Supporters of this project say [it] will bring 
great benefit to Brooklyn. The project will create 
thousands of jobs and provide some badly needed 
housing space for people from all different income 
levels in Brooklyn. It will bring in hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars in extra tax revenue each year that 
could be used for schools and other vital services,” 
the pollster read to Hagan from what she perceived 
to be a prepared script. [Hagan taped the call; ex- 
cerpts from the transcript appear on page 5.] 

“The new arena would serve as the centerpiece 


of a revitalized Brooklyn. It would be a striking 
symbol of the borough’s re-emergence,” said the 
questioner, before stating that “opponents say [it] 
will cost as much as $200 million in taxpayers’ 
money,” using a reference to funds publicly com- 
mitted by the mayor and governor two weeks ago. 

On March 4, city and state officials signed an 
agreement with each promising — from taxpayer 
funds — $100 million towards the developer’s infra- 
structure and acquisition costs. 

See POLLSTERS on page 4 


'Oracle' pops the question 

A decent proposal on Flatbush — and the answer is Yes!' 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The electronic billboard 
above the Pintchik hard- 
ware store on Flatbush 
Avenue has answered hun- 
dreds of tiny questions 
since being turned over to 
a local writer more than a 
year ago and used to dis- 
pense predictions, advice 
and even the occasional 
vaudevillian one-liner. 

To the question, “Am I 


gonna be in the NBA?” ask- 
ed by a high school student, 
the board answered, “Maybe. 

When another asked for 
help dealing with cancer, the 
board — whose operator is ru- 
mored to be writer Jonathan 
Safran Foer, but is commonly 
known as the Oracle — coaxed 
the woman to keep positive by 
getting fresh air and exercise. 

But last Friday evening, the 
Oracle was the one asking the 
questions after Peter Philbin, a 


Prospect Heights man whose 
bedroom window faces the 
billboard across the avenue at 
Bergen Street in Park Slope 
enlisted help in seeing through 
a marriage proposal to his 
longtime girlfriend, Rachael 
Dehner. 

“Rachael Dehner, will you 
marry me? Yes, this is real. 
No, this is not a joke. Just 
say yes,” read the LED tick- 
er as cars raced by on Flat- 
bush Avenue last weekend. 

“Yes,” said Dehner, and 


Booster: Put school 


in new park 


EXCLUSIVE 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A prominent advocate of plans to build 
Brooklyn Bridge Park would like to see a 
middle school added to the 1.3-mile 
waterfront development. 

Marianna Koval, executive director of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy, said this 


week that many park advocates have dis- 
cussed with enthusiasm the idea for a school 
that could serve Brooklyn Heights, DUMBO, 
Vinegar Hill and Cobble Hill. 

“One of the things that people are very in- 
terested in doing is putting a middle school in 
the middle of the park and creating a commu- 
nity and education center,” said Koval. 

See SCHOOL on page 5 


Two Brooklyn Catholic 
schools spared the ax 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Brooklyn diocese announced 
Wednesday that two of the 17 schools it 
threatened to shutter in Brooklyn would 
remain open following successful busi- 
ness plans submitted by supporters of the 
Bath Beach and Carroll Gardens schools. 

Another, in Queens, was also spared. 

Michael Hardiman, vicar for education for 
the Diocese of Brooklyn, said in a statement 
that both the Sacred Heart-St. Stephen’s 
School, at 135 Summit St., in Carroll Gar- 


dens, and St. Finbar’s School, at 1825 Bath 
Ave., in Bath Beach, would remain open next 
year. St. Virgilius, in Queens, was the other 
school saved. 

“We are feeling fantastic,” said a shaken En- 
rico Bruzzese, the father of two boys at St. Fin- 
bar, hours after receiving the word. “It’s great 
news. It was delayed, so we were a little wor- 
ried. It still hasn’t sunk in completely. The 
teachers were crying, the parents were crying. 
Everyone is just so happy.” 

Hardiman said that both schools submitted 
successful five-year business models that gave 
See AX on page 18 


the Oracle recorded its first 
marriage proposal since be- 
coming Flatbush Avenue’s 
honorary sage. 

“We’ve gotten 10 or 12 
phone calls asking that we 
keep them posted,” said the 
hardware store’s owner, 
Matthew Pintchik, of the an- 
swer to Philbin’s proposal on 
March 18. 

“So, we put up a congrat- 
ulations message so that peo- 
ple who have been following 
along knew what happened.” 

Philbin, 3 1 , said that he had 
been planning to propose to 
Dehner, his girlfriend of two 
and a half years, but had hit a 
snag trying to come up with a 
clever way of posing the 
question. Friends suggested 
that he make it public, per- 
haps on a sports arena score- 
board or in an advertisement. 

“But the more I thought 
about it, I realized that there 
was a perfectly good sign 
right outside of our apart- 
ment,” said Philbin, a Bear 
Steams futures investor who 
moved to New York seven 
years ago from Vermont. 

The evening began simply 
enough. Dehner, 28, a 
lawyer in Manhattan, had to 
work late, so the pair 
skipped dinner and headed 
to Times Square to catch a 
showing of Avenue Q, the 
Tony-winning puppet show 
on Broadway. The couple 
loved it, and then headed 
back to Brooklyn immedi- 
ately afterward. 

In the cab, Dehner asked 
about their engagement, a 
subject the two had been dis- 
cussing, without realizing 
that a proposal was coming 
sooner than she realized. 

“I was kind of giving her 
a hard time,” said Philbin. “I 
ended up baiting her a little 
bit, so she got perturbed with 

When the cab neared their 
apartment, Philbin had the 
driver stop short. In front of 
Gino’s Pizza, on Flatbush 
Avenue at Bergen Street, 
Philbin kneeled on the side- 
walk and began to propose. 


But Dehner, thinking he was 
insincere, told him to stop. It 
was only then that she saw 
the glaring red sign looming 
behind her. She was ecstatic. 

“I’ve never thought of 
myself as terribly romantic, 
so this I’m proud of,” said 
Philbin, who said that a wed- 
ding date had not been set. 

Once devoted solely to 
hawking Pintchik’s wares 
(trash bins in back; pesticides 
up front), the 12-year-old, red 
LED sign overlooking Flat- 
bush Avenue malfunctioned 
last summer and forced own- 
er Pintchik to choose only one 
message to be repeated days 



and hours on end. 

So for three months, pass- 
ersby on the busy intersection 
near the entrance to the 2 and 3 
line subway station were greet- 
ed with an ode to the borough's 
biggest cheerleader. 

“Borough President Marty 
Markowitz loves Brooklyn 
and Brooklyn loves Borough 
President Marty Markowitz.” 

Following a long hiatus, 
the Oracle will return this 
summer with a couple of 
new tricks up his sleeve. 

And while he’s garnered a 
reputation for dipping his ad- 
vice and answers in acerbic, 
sometimes vitriolic wit, 
Pintchik hinted that Brook- 
lynites might see a kinder 
and gentler Oracle. Among 
the new plans, he said, is an 
Oracle dating service. 

But with the Oracle set to 
become a matchmaker, one 
last question begged to be 

“Divorces are out of the 
question,” said Pintchik. 

“The Oracle doesn’t be- 
lieve in them.” 



Peter Philbin drops to one knee to recreate his marriage proposal to 
his fiance, Rachel Dehner, in front of the Pintchik hardware store's 
"Oracle" sign at the corner of Bergen Street and Flatbush Avenue. 


CB6er wants state review 
of Ikea's Red Hook site 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A motion by a member of 
Community Board 6 to have a 
state environmental agency 
evaluate property slated for an 
Ikea home furnishings store in 
Red Hook was rejected and 
sent back to committee. 

The vote, at the March 9 full 
board meeting, came after Chair- 
man Jerry Armer told Red Hook 
board member Lou Sones that a 
letter requesting review of the site 
could be sent to the state Depart- 



ment of Environmental Conserva- 
tion (DEC) without board ap- 

The Swedish furniture giant’s 
development of a mammoth store 
with additional retail space on a 
shipping and graving dock on the 
Red Hook waterfront that includes 
several Civil War-era buildings, 
has already been issued 19 viola- 
tions by the city Department of 
Environmental Protection, includ- 
ing a new one this week, releasing 
asbestos into the air by way of ille- 
gal demolition of buildings. 

The DEP’s Environmental Con- 


trol Board is expected to rule on 
whether Ikea was at fault in releas- 
ing the asbestos and what if any 
fines should be levied, at a public 
hearing April 1. 

Sones’ motion to have the board 
draft a letter asking the DEC to 
test for further contaminants was 
rejected, said the board’s manager, 
because it would be redundant. 

“That would be effectively the 
board asking the agency to uphold 
the law that they’re required to 
file,” said CB6 District Manager 
Craig Hammerman. 

See IKEA on page 16 
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■ H&R BLOCK 

50 Years of Doing Taxes Right. 


Do something this long and you get really good at it. 

In 50 years, 
we’ve seen a lot. 

Which is why H&R Block 
has the experience 
necessary to do your 
taxes right, no matter 
how complicated your 
tax situation might be. 
Visit hrblock.com, or 
come to a local office 
near you and start 
gaining from our 
experience today. 

H&R BLOCK 

NINE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 

Downtown Brooklyn 


395 Flatbush Avenue Ext., Brooklyn Tel (718) 624-1151 

287 Livingston Street, Brooklyn Tel (718) 422-0531 

218 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn Tel (718) 243-1800 

Park Slope 

397 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn Tel (718) 789-0992 

326A 9th Street, Brooklyn Tel (718) 768-4933 

6013 5th Avenue, Brooklyn Tel (718) 492-0325 

Bay Ridge 

7511 5th Avenue, Brooklyn Tel (718) 748-2996 

7423 13th Avenue, Brooklyn Tel (718) 259-1040 

8506 4th Avenue, Brooklyn Tel (718) 238-4344 


i Bring in this ad and save $20 on your tax return i 


I (coupon code #533) I 



GAY FRIENDLY BROOKLYN MEDICAL PRACTICE 



• General Male Health Issues 

Comprehensive HIV Care Including: 

• Hormone Replacement • Nutritional and 

• Lipodystrophy Psychological Support 

• Wasting Syndrome • Case Management 

• Salvage Therapy • Legal Aide 

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAI LA BLE 



AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTER 

OP BROOKLYN 

Primary Medical Care • Board Certified Physician 
Aggressive Advocacy for over 1 5 years 

Joseph G. Olivieri, m .d., a .a.f.p. 


313-43rd Street - Sunset Park, Brooklyn I Monday to Friday 
3rd Avenue and 43rd Street I 10am to 6pm 


Molest charge 
for Tech teach 


15-year-old 
charges he 
made passes 

By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A social studies teacher 
at prestigious Brooklyn 
Technical High School in 
Fort Greene was arrested 
this week for allegedly 
hugging, inappropriately 
touching, kissing and 
making sexual passes at a 
15-year-old female stu- 
dent. 

The teacher, Steven H. Os- 
trin, 52, of Hewlett, L.I., was 
arrested Sunday and has been 
charged by the district attor- 
ney with endangerment of the 
welfare of a child and harass- 
ment for allegedly proposi- 
tioning the young girl. The 
student reported the alleged 
incident on March 7. 

He was arraigned, posted 
bail of $2,000, and was sched- 
uled to appear again in Brook- 
lyn Criminal Court on March 
25. 

According to the girl’s ac- 
count, Ostrin — once voted 
Teacher of the Year by his stu- 
dents — made advances to- 
wards her during an after- 
school encounter when she 
stayed to make up for a 
missed test. 

In his empty classroom in 
the school at 29 Fort Greene 
PL, she charges, he allegedly 
rubbed her arms, kissed her on 
the cheek and placed his 
hands on her shoulders, telling 
her that she was “pretty, 
smart,” and “has nice hair, 
shoulders and skin.” 

Ostrin told her that her 
“pretty smile” was “enough to 
tease” him, she told police, ac- 
cording to court papers. He 
also told her how much he 
loved her, before offering a 
lascivious way to boost her 
grade, she said, by becoming 


his “little sex slave,” the girl 
told police. 

The girl told police that Os- 
trin once said, “Since we’re 
not going to exchange bodily 
fluids,” the child could “cook 
jerk chicken” for him. 

According to police reports, 
the teacher’s comments “an- 
noyed and alarmed” the girl. 

Though the incident oc- 
curred on March 2, the girl 
told her parents five days later, 
at which point her father con- 
tacted school officials. 

According to Department 
of Education spokeswoman 
Alicia Maxey, Ostrin was re- 
located after the allegation 

“He was reassigned to the 
region offices,” where he will 
stay “pending the outcome of 
the investigation.” 

Asked if he would be al- 
lowed to return to teaching if 
found innocent, Maxey said, 
“I don’t want to speculate.” 

Calls to Ostrin’s attorney. 
Gene Cordaro, were not re- 
turned by press time, but news- 
papers this week reported Os- 
trin as saying he wanted to 
continue classroom teaching, 
which he has done for 18 years. 

The judge issued an order 
of protection for the girl 
against the teacher prohibiting 
him from having any contact 
with her. 

Lee McCaskill, principal of 
Brooklyn Technical High 
School, said the students and 
teachers are getting by in the 
wake of the tumultuous inci- 
dent. 

“We’re doing fine,” he said. 
“We interviewed another 
teacher,” for Ostrin’s position, 
who he said “the kids all love.” 

After 30 days, the principal 
said, the new teacher would 
be “assigned as a regular 
teacher and will be here 
through the rest of the year.” 

Following the news at the 
beginning of the week he said 
the administration spoke about 
the incident with students, and 
was offering guidance through 
the school. 


But, he said, although Os- 
trin was well-respected in his 
time at the school, many felt it 
was time for him to move on. 

“People fall on both sides 
of the issue — most people 
feel that we need to move on,” 
said McCaskill, who added 
that he would like to review 
Ostrin’s records and history, 
but everything was turned 
over to investigators. 

“Unfortunately, I can’t re- 
view his personal file,” he 
said, “it’s all with the police 

Brooklyn Tech, which was 
until 1972 an all-boys school, 
offers programs that concen- 
trate on engineering and archi- 
tecture in addition to liberal 
arts and science. 

Along with Stuyvesant and 
Bronx Science it is considered 
one of the city’s elite public 
high schools. 


From Day wear to Evening wear 
and everything in between 
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Think 

Expensive? 

THINK 

AGAIN! 


on the hook 
boutique 


281 Van Brunt Street (bet. visitation & pioneer) 
Open: Tuesdays - Saturdays • BWITI 
luceonthehook@yahoo.com 71 8.852. 1 345 


See Your World Clearly 



If you’re considering laser 
surgery, the only things that 
matter are the experience of 
the surgeon and the superiority 
of his technology. Dello Russo 
LaserVision is one of only a 
handful of laser vision 
specialists worldwide chosen 
to introduce No-blade Wavefront 
custom cornea laser system. 

New York City's most 
experienced eye surgeons, 
Joseph Dello Russo and 
Jeffrey Dello Russo, use 
LADARVision® technology 
exclusively, and since 1991, 
have personally performed over 
35,000 laser vision procedures, 
more than any other eye surgeon 
in the NY Metro area. 


Call to advertise ... (718) 834-9161 


Dello Russo LaserVision 

(718) 254-9263 • www.dellorusso.com 
- FREE CONSULTATIONS - 


BROOKLYN: 100 Livingston St. (near Court St.) 

Other locations in Manhattan & New Jersey 



“WAIST’ NO MORE TIME! CHECK YOUR CALENDAR 
AND YOU’LL SEE MARCH IS THE MONTH TO GET MOVING. 

JOIN NOW AND WE’LL SIGN YOU UP FOR ONLY $17 FOR THE ENTIRE MONTH OF MARCH. 
BRING A FRIEND WITH YOU AND WE’LL WAIVE YOUR ACTIVATION FEE! 

OFFER EXPIRES 3.31.05 SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. SEE LOCATION FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


FROM JOHNNY G. SPINNING TO IMX™ PILATES TO YOGA* 

Our club offers a wide variety of cardiovascular, strength training, and free weight equipment to meet everyone’s needs. From beginning 
to advanced classes, we provide the absolute best weight loss, aerobic, spinning, and group activities programs in the area. 


Fort Greene 

SPORTS 



691 Fulton Street 

cor. Ashland Place 


718 . 797.9464 



330 Flatbush Avenue 

bet. Sterling Pi. & 7th Ave. 

718 . 783.5152 
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Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr . Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



'Vaccinations 'Microchip Implants 
'Skin Disorders 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
'Dental Care 'Surgery 
* House Calls * Allergy Disorders 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont St.) 

( 718 ) 623-3999 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


At gunpoint on Hicks 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two muggers robbed a 
Brooklyn Heights resident 
at gunpoint on March 14 at 
10:11 pm. 

The victim, who lives on 
Columbia Heights, told police 
he was walking home when 
he was approached on Hicks 
Street between Orange and 
Pineapple streets. 

One man, who was backed 
by another, whipped out a 
black firearm and gestured to- 
ward the victim. The other 
stranger stole the victim’s wal- 
let and cellular phone, and the 
two fled on foot. 

Two 18-year-old suspects 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Gardens snatch 

A purse snatcher robbed a 
woman of her purse, cell 
phone and $100 in cash on 
March 17 in Carroll Gardens. 

The victim, 27, told police 
she was walking home with 
her husband at 2:10 am on 
Luquer Street between Court 
and Clinton streets when a 
man tackled her from behind. 

Before her husband, 31, 
could msh to her aid, the 
stranger grabbed her designer 
purse, which she told police 
was worth $500 alone, and 
took off with it. 

Nab van thief 

A thief driving off in a 
stolen utility van in Brooklyn 
Heights was spotted by his 
victim on March 15. 

•x called police 
at 2:33 pm to notify them that 
he knew the man as someone 
he had worked with at a con- 
struction site in the Heights. 

Police arrested the suspect, 
49, in the 2001 red van, which 
contained $3,000 worth of 
tools, which 


Bagel bandit 

A robber swiped a bag 
loaded with $2,740 in proper- 
ty from a bagel shop on Court 
at Bergen streets March 14 af- 
ter its 22-year-old owner 
turned away momentarily to 
place an order. 

The take in the 4:30 pm 
heist included a $1,500 laptop 
computer, a $300 white MP3 
player, a $500 digital camera, 
a checkbook and the $40 tote 
bag. 

Parolee swipe 

Four men leaving parole of- 
fices in Downtown Brooklyn 
robbed a man outside Junior’s 
Restaurant on March 16. 

The victim, 28, told police 
he was standing outside of the 
restaurant, on the comer of 
DeKalb Avenue and Flatbush 
Avenue Extension, at 4:30 


pm, when the men passed in 
front of him. 

In seconds, one of the men 
swiped the plastic bag he was 
clutching, and they all ran 
down the street. 

The victim’s cellular phone, 
charger and headset, worth 
$130 combined, were taken. 

Cleaned out 

Burglars robbed a Brooklyn 
Heights woman of her identity 
when they found a way to ac- 
cess her bank account be- 
tween Feb. 4 and March 14, 
racking up $4,943 without her 
knowledge. 

The victim, 52, who lives 
on the comer of Montague 
and Clinton streets, told police 
she never misplaced or lost 
her original bank card, and it 
hadn’t left her possession, 
however her account was 


emptied without her permis- 

Heights theft 

Car thieves made off with a 
green Mitsubishi sedan parked 
in Brooklyn Heights within 
only three hours on March 14. 

The victim, 22, told police 
he had parked his car briefly 
between 1 pm and 4 pm on 
the comer of State and Clinton 
streets on the way to a class. 

When he returned after the 
class ended, the car was miss- 
ing. No record of the vehicle 
was found at tow lots. 

Fights back 

A would-be car-jacker who 
tried to drive off with a taxi in 
Downtown Brooklyn March 
20 was arrested after the cab- 
by put up a fight. 

The victim, 46, told police 
he was at a stop light on 
Tillary Street between Adams 
and Jay streets at 4:25 am 
when the man tried to force 
him out and take off with the 
yellow 2001 Ford sedan. 

The cabby refused to leave 
his car, and police responded 
to his calls for help. 

In the midst of the arrest, 
the thief, 34, struggled with 
police and upped his charges 
to resisting arrest as well as 
grand larceny auto. 

Strikes cop 

A teenager picked up for 
truancy by officers of the 84th 
Precinct truancy squad lashed 
out and assaulted his captors 
outside the truancy day center 
at Gold and Nassau streets on 
March 17, say police. 


><rSATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


All repairs done on premise 

196 Joralemon St. (off Court st) 
(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Exclusive! Beautiful Four-Family 
Federal Style Townhouse 

Lots of old world charm! 

Please call Vinny DiMartino 
for an appointment. 

BROWNSTONE 

Real Estate Sales & Rentals 
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER 

(718) 855-4111 • Brownstonelistings.com 



Lose Weight Today 

It’ll change your life 



Personalized Weight Loss Program 
30 Minute Body Sculpting Circuit 
One-on-One Nutrition Consultation 
Women-Only Facility & Much, Much More 
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E-MAIL - PRINT - BURN - PLAY 
PERIOD. 
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Need a Doctor? 



For an outstanding physician close 
to your home or work. 


1 ( 866 ) 318-8759 


Over 4,000 physicians are affiliated 
with the Continuum hospitals: 

• Beth Israel Medical Center 

• St. Luke's Hospital 

• Roosevelt Hospital 

• Long Island College Hospital 


& J 


Brooklyn, NY 11218. My place of birth is: 

• New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 


PS/9D Y C 1 ITE FOR PEOPLE WHO 

UU \S | lZ-\ — | C- LIKE TO PLAY 

Republic of Bangladesh. My date of birth is: 


• Convenient locations throughout 

: 1 :v ■! 


Manhattan and Brooklyn 

o/in a x n x 

COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 


• Most insurances accepted 


www.chpnyc.org 


www.bodyelitegym.com 


718 935 0088 
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Wave of car thefts 
hits Slope, again 


wrm 

Millinery 

Confections 

HATS 

rA m 

& 


266 President St. 

www.HatsByGuy.com 

Carroll Gardens 
718-643-1214 


Mystery Night @ Montauk 
FIRST FRIDAY - ARTS NIGHT 

Friday, April 1st 

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 


Bestselling mystery author 
WILLIAM HEFFERNAN reads from his 
new novel, “A Time Gone By,” a stunning 
work of classic noir in the tradition of 
Raymond Chandler and Dashiell Hammett. 



Highly acclaimed literary novelist 
KAYLIE JONES, daughter of James Jones 
(“From Here to Eternity”), reads from her 
fifth (and best) work, SPEAK NOW. 




OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - FREE OF CHARGE 
JOIN US 

montauk club @ 25 eighth avenue 
(lincoln place) park slope, bklyn 
718.638.0800 www.montaukclub.com 


Eye’s Examined • Prescriptions Filled 
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By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A new surge of grand 
theft auto hit Park Slope 
this week, making parking 
on the residential neighbor- 
hood’s street’s seem like a 
game of vehicular Russian 
roulette. They are as fol- 
lows: 

Union jack 

Thieves made quick work 
in stealing a black 2000 Maz- 
da Protege from Union Street 
near Eighth Avenue on March 
19. 

The victim told police he 
didn’t owe any parking tickets 
on the car, but somehow be- 
tween 1 pm and 1:20 pm the 
car was removed from where 
he’d parked it. 

No broken glass was found 
at the scene. A canvass of the 
local towing yards turned up 
negative. 

Ram tough 

Thieves made off with a 
blue 1987 Dodge Ram parked 
in Gowanus and filled with 
$9,000 worth of shoes on 
March 18. 

The victim, 33, told police 
he parked the vehicle on De- 
Graw Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues between 
7:30 am and 9:30 am. 

Upon his return to the site, 
it was gone. No broken glass 
was found at the scene. 

A witness, 46, said a dark- 
skinned male of indeterminate 
ethnicity, who stood about 5- 
foot-9 and 180 pounds, was 
standing around the vehicle 
with the driver ’s-side door 

The man appeared to be in 
his early 20s with close- 
cropped hair and wearing blue 
jeans, and the witness said he 
was pacing anxiously about 
prior to the vehicle’s disap- 
pearance. The witness did not 
see the man take the vehicle. 

Worst to First 

A black 1993 Honda Civic 
was stolen from First Street on 
March 13. 

The victim, 38, who lives 
near the spot where he parked 
the car, between Eighth Av- 
enue and Prospect Park West, 
told police she left the car at 5 
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POLICE BLOTTER 


pm, only to return at 10:30 pm 
and find it was gone. 

A canvass of the neighbor- 
hood turned up no results, and 
no glass was at the scene of 
the theft. 

Guns it 

A thief caught in the act of 
attempting to steal a white 
1998 Ford utility van in 
Gowanus on March 15 gunned 
the engine and took off when 
confronted by the vehicle’s 
rightful owner. 

According to the victim, 
40, the tmck had been parked 
at 7:30 am on Ninth Street 
near Third Avenue. 

When he returned at 9:53 
am, the engine was running 
and sitting behind the wheel 
was a complete stranger. 

When he approached, the 
thief shifted the vehicle into 
gear and took off, fleeing on 
Third Avenue and heading 
eastbound on 10th Street. 

No broken glass was found 
at the scene and the victim 
had the key to the vehicle, 
which was characterized by a 
missing rear-view mirror and 
tape along the front wind- 

Infiniti & beyond 

Intrepid evildoers swiped a 
black 1997 Infiniti 130 from 
where it was parked on March 
19. 

The victim, 25, parked the 
vehicle, owned by his 57- 
year-old father, on Seventh 
Avenue between Seventh and 
Eighth streets at 4:41 pm. 

By the time he returned, at 
5:31 pm, the car was gone and 
no broken glass was found at 
the site. 

Parolee swipe 

Four men leaving parole of- 
fices in Downtown Brooklyn 
robbed a man outside Junior’s 
Restaurant on March 16. 

The victim, 28, told police 
he was standing outside of the 
restaurant, on the comer of 
DeKalb Avenue and Flatbush 
Avenue Extension, at 4:30 
pm, when the men passed in 
front of him. 

In seconds, one of the men 
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swiped the plastic bag he was 
clutching, and they all ran 
down the street. 

The victim’s cellular phone, 
charger and headset, worth 
$130 combined, were taken. 

Fights back 

A would-be car-jacker who 
tried to drive off with a taxi in 
Downtown Brooklyn March 
20 was arrested after the cab- 
by put up a fight. 

The victim, 46, told police 
he was at a stop light on 
Tillary Street between Adams 


and Jay streets at 4:25 am 
when the man tried to force 
him out and take off with the 
yellow 2001 Ford sedan. 

The cabby refused to leave 
his car, and police responded 
to his calls for help. 

In the midst of the arrest, 
the thief, 34, stmggled with 
police and upped his charges 
to resisting arrest as well as 
grand larceny auto. 

Strikes cop 

A teenager picked up for 
truancy by officers of the 84th 
Precinct truancy squad lashed 
out and assaulted his captors 
outside the truancy day center 
at Gold and Nassau streets on 
March 17, say police. 
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Greenway gets bucks, but 
eager bicyclist gets ticket 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Plans for a pedestrian 
and bike path along 
Brooklyn’s waterfront — 
known as the Greenway 
— have been boosted by 
an infusion of greenbacks 
from state and private fun- 
ders. 

Funding announced by 
Rep. Nydia Velazquez last 
week as part of the Trans- 
portation Equity Act allocates 
$8.25 million for the Green- 
way stretch from Greenpoint 
down to Red Hook. 

An additional $10 million 
was granted to the Sunset 
Park Bush Terminal Access 
Improvement Project in CB 7, 
which includes the stretch of 
Greenway along that portion 
of the waterfront. 

“Securing funding for these 
projects will enable us to im- 
prove public access to our wa- 
terfronts, enhance our streets 
and bike paths with green 
landscaping for pollution miti- 
gation, and make pedestrian 
crosswalks safer and easier 
while calming traffic,” said 
Velazquez, adding that she 
hoped the projects would help 
“relieve traffic congestion, 
while at the same time open 
up our waterfronts, enhance 
economic development and 
improve the quality of life.” 

At a Feb. 21 meeting on the 
Brooklyn Greenway Initiative, 
Director of Planning Milton 
Puryear announced that im- 
plementation of an interim 
bike path could occur as soon 
as early April, pending a right 
of way granted by the Depart- 
ment of Transportation. 

Coinciding with the fund- 
ing windfall to the project 
came an award of $20,000 
from the J.M. Kaplan Fund, 
granted for planning the cre- 
ation of the 14-mile waterfront 



Greenway. 

“Their support has enabled 
us to increase the visibility of 
the project,” said Puryear. 

But the visibility, or pre- 
sumed presence of the project 
is exactly what landed bicy- 
clist Alan Mukamal a ticket 
recently. 

“I was riding my bike home 
from work,” said Mukamel, 
which is part of his daily com- 
mute from Bowling Green, in 
Manhattan, to his home in 
Red Hook. His typical 
southerly route moves down 
Furman Street onto Columbia 
Street where, he said, “I often 
make use of the interim 
Greenway route on the west 
side of Columbia Street.” 

Only problem — there is 


no interim Greenway route 

Mukamel mistook the Jer- 
sey barriers — freestanding 
wooden fence-like posts — as 
cordoning off a section of 
street for his evening bike 
ride. In fact, the space is part 
of the DOT’S Columbia Street 
reconstruction project. 

As a result, Mukamel is 
fuming that he was stopped 
and ticketed by officers for 
“riding on the sidewalk.” 

Mukamel said he’d thought 
it was part of the interim path 
ever since he’d done bike 
tours promoting the Greenway 
to elected officials, including 
Velazquez, Councilmen David 
Yassky and Bill DeBlasio, and 
Borough President Marty 


Markowitz. 

“On these tours we rode 
this exact stretch of sidewalk 
on which I was stopped and 
ticketed,” he said. “On the 
ride, participants were regaled 
by pledges from all the elected 
officials of the importance of 
this project for the develop- 
ment of Brooklyn and the im- 
portance of establishing an in- 
terim route,” he said. 

While the reconstruction 
does provide for an interim 
bike route, a spokesman for 
the DOT said construction of 
the Greenway route on Co- 
lumbia Street is not expected 
to begin until this fall. 

At that time, salivating bike 
riders may finally see the offi- 
cial off-street path that will 


run from Atlantic Avenue to 
DeGraw Street, with a 5-foot 
passageway in each direction, 
creating a 10-foot- wide path. 
The route will remain off the 
street as it turns the comer at 
Degraw Street and follows 
down Van Bmnt Street to 
Sackett Street where it widens 
to 11 feet. Along Van Brunt 
Street from Sackett Street to 
Hamilton Avenue, said DOT 
spokesman Craig Chin, the 
path moves onto the roadway 
with two separate lanes. 

Brian McCormick, chair- 
man of the Greenway initia- 
tive, said they definitely 
weren’t Greenway barriers. 

“We’re shooting for interim 
by the end of the year,” he 
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Allstate 



Naj Cabbad (support staff), Yadira Lopez (support staff) and Abraham Fallah 
(agent) of Allstate Insurance on Montague Street. 


Abraham Fallah, who owns the Allstate 
Insurance and Financial Services franchise at 
147 Montague St., has only been in business 
since July, but already he has come in second 
for bringing in new business and customer 
service in his company’s tri-state area. 

Fallah says the secret is personal service. 

“If a client suffers a loss, we take him 
through the whole process and make sure he 
gets the check on time,” says Fallah. 

Fallah, and his staff of three licensed in- 
surance brokers and financial advisers, offer 
private auto, private home, life, general 
business liability and commercial auto in- 
surance. As financial advisers, they may rec- 
ommend mutual funds, annuities and retire- 
ment planning programs. 

Fallah, 34, was raised in Brooklyn 
Heights. He worked for 14 years in the fi- 
nancial world before he decided to go into 
business in his own neighborhood. His ad- 
vice to his friends and neighbors is “Don’t 


he underinsured or over-insured.” 

“If you’re underinsured and an accident 
happens, your personal belongings are on 
the line,” he explains. “And if you’re over- 
insured, you’re wasting your money. We 
work on a one-to-one basis to satisfy the 
needs of all our clients.” 

People planning for retirement get that 
same customized service. 

“The younger person can take a more ag- 
gressive route,” Fallah counsels. “But the 
older person should be more conservative. 
We have channels of investment to satisfy 
both needs.” 

The Brooklyn Heights office of Allstate 
Insurance Company is located between 
Clinton and Henry streets. Hours are Mon- 
day through Thursday, from 9 am to 6 pm; 
Friday, from 9 am to 5 pm; and Saturday, 
from 9 am to 1 pm. For more information 
and to make an appointment, call (718) 
522-7100. — Paulanne Simmons 


POLLSTERS... 


Continued from page 1 

Since its inception last year, the Atlantic 
Yards project has been harshly criticized by area 
residents and some elected officials for its re- 
liance on the state’s condemnation of up to 10 
acres of private residential and commercial 
property, which would be turned over to Ratner. 

Additionally, opponents including Develop- 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn (DDDB), of which 
Hagan is a member, have said the project 
could cost taxpayers as much as $1.3 billion. 
DDDB and Hagan’s own group, the Prospect 
Heights Action Coalition, as well as local 
Councilwoman Letitia James and state Sen. 
Velmanette Montgomery, believe the Metro- 
politan Transportation Authority should solicit 
competitive bids for development rights over 
the roughly 11 acres of rail yards it owns that 
Ratner needs for his project. 

In this week’s poll, after the introductory in- 
formation, Hagan was asked if she was “much 
more likely” to support the project, “more like- 
ly” or felt the same about 
her support for the project. 

“From the way the 
whole thing is structured 
it’s obvious they are hop- 
ing to appeal to people by 
[making them feel] educat- 
ed: ‘Supporters say this . . . 
knowing this information, 
does that change your 
opinion?”’ Hagan said. 

This format, according 
to the book, “The Polling 
and The Public,” by Her- 
bert Asher, is “a telemar- 
keting technique in which 
telephone calls are used to 
canvas potential voters, 
feeding them false or mis- 

a candidate under the pre- 
tense of taking a poll to 
see how this ‘information’ 
affects voter preferences. 

“The intent is to dissem- 
inate campaign propagan- 
da under the guise of con- 
ducting a legitimate public 
opinion poll,” wrote Asher. 

The National Council 
on Public Polls warns 
that such push polls are 
used not to collect infor- 
mation, but to “spread ru- 
mors and even outright 
lies about opponents. 

“These efforts are not 
polls, but political manip- 
ulation trying to hide be- 
hind the smokescreen of 
a public opinion survey.” 

“ ‘Push polls’ are uneth- 
ical and have been con- 
demned by professional 
polling organizations,” states 
the council on its Web site. 

The emergence of push 
polls came to national polit- 
ical consciousness during 
George W. Bush’s 2000 
campaign, when references 
to challenger John McCain 
as a “cheat” and “liar” came 


District Attorney Charles Hynes was a question 
about the Rev. Herbert Daughtry. 

Daughtry, as outspoken in favor of the proj- 
ect as Hagan is against it, is pastor of the 
House of the Lord Church on Atlantic Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, a few blocks from the poten- 

“I thought it was bizarre that of all the public 
figures you’re going to have an opinion of — 
the Rev. Herbert Daughtry? That really tips it 
off,” said Hagan, who had to correct the poll- 
ster’s mispronunciation of the minister’s name. 

“He’s not running for any office that I 
know of,” she said. “He’s the only black per- 
son in that whole poll, and he has given his al- 
legiance 110 percent to Ratner’s project. 

“Could it be they were trying to gauge if 
they had a black reverend supporting them it 
helped them?” she asked rhetorically, and 
pointed out, “Rev. Herbert Daughtry is not an 
elected official, he’s not running for office and 
he lives in New Jersey.” 
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to light in such surveys. 

Though the survey start- 
ed and ended with questions 
regarding Hagan’s feelings 
about her favored candi- 
dates for the positions of 
mayor, City Council speak- 
er, Brooklyn district attor- 
ney and public advocate in 
next November’s election, 
what suggested to Hagan, a 
former reporter and fact- 
checker, that the survey 
had to have been paid for 
by Ratner was the mention 
of one conspicuously non- 
elected public figure. 

Sandwiched between 
questions gauging her opin- 
ion from “very favorable” to 
“very unfavorable” of May- 
or Michael Bloomberg and 
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84th Pet. steps up truck patrol 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The commanding officer 
of the 84th Precinct said he 
will have his patrol officers 
step up enforcement on ille- 
gal truck traffic on Smith 
Street, Atlantic Avenue and 
surrounding side streets. 

Captain Philip Sferrazza told 
community members of the 
new initiatives at the precinct 
community council meeting 
March 15 at the YWCA on 
Third Avenue at Atlantic Av- 
enue in Boerum Hill. 

[Last month, police blamed 
Councilman David Yassky for 
thwarting an enforcement ac- 
tion by holding a press confer- 
ence to announce the get- 
tough-on-trucks policy.] 

Sferrazza said his traffic and 
patrol officers, who protect and 
serve Downtown Brooklyn, 
DUMBO, Vinegar Hill, Brook- 
lyn Heights and Boerum Hill, 
would perform the truck stings. 

With Smith Street and At- 


lantic Avenue having trans- 
formed into “a really new, re- 
vitalized small business [sec- 
tor] the side effect of that is an 
increase in truck traffic, espe- 
cially of box trucks. Another 
thing is people don’t keep in- 
ventories, and so again, you 
see even more truck traffic,” 
said the captain. 

The precinct’s Sgt. John 
Gillen, said cargo as heavy as 
12,000 pounds could be trans- 
ported in a box truck without 
requiring the driver to have a 
commercial driver’s license. 

“So you have somebody in 
one of these boxes that’s not 
really trained to drive a truck, 
taking the comers too tight 
and hitting parked cars,” he 
said, wreaking havoc on 
streets not designed to accom- 
modate them, and blocking a 
smaller street by double-park- 
ing to make deliveries. 

The precinct had requested 
truck route signs from the De- 
partment of Transportation, “to 
let drivers know which streets 
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they can turn down, or which 
streets are no right turn or no left 
turn,” explained Gillen. 

“They haven’t responded to 
us yet,” said Sferrazza. 

One of the other causes of 
the increased truck traffic was 
new construction around the 
downtown area, he added. 

“They’re putting up build- 
ings all over the place. That re- 
ally adds to the truck traffic. 
Seven years ago you didn’t 
have this truck problem that 
you have today,” he said, re- 
porting that last year the 


precinct issued 700 s 

This year, he said, they’ve is- 
sued 190, which includes the 15 
that were issued in a sting set up 
only a few days later than the 
one that fell through, though 
Sferrazza added that it was 
smaller than they’d hoped. 

“We wound up doing an op- 
eration that week with the 
Brooklyn North Task Force,” 
Sferrazza told The Brooklyn 
Papers. He also mentioned an- 
other recent initiative to train 
patrol officers in spotting ille- 


gal truck traffic. 

“My people know how to 
write the summonses, but the 
task force had some special- 
ties,” said Sferrazza. 

“We do plan another opera- 
tion, which will be confiden- 
tial,” he said. “We’re not going 
to publicize it until after the 
fact. It’s not like we’re going 
to abandon the situation — we 
did it initially because the 
council president urged us to 
do it. So we said, ‘Let’s start 
doing something up there,’ and 
we are going to do it.” 


SCHOOL... 


Continued from page 1 

A feature that was removed 
in the recently unveiled re- 
drawn park plans — an educa- 
tional or visitor’s center — 
could be somewhat satisfied by 
the building of a school to “ad- 
dress a very strongly felt 
need,” Koval said, for better in- 
termediate schooling options in 
the neighborhoods through 
which the park would run. 

“I think there are a number 
of people who feel it would be 
a great idea to activate the 
middle of the park in a very 
public way, and create an op- 
portunity for middle school 
children to have a direct 
hands-on experience to have a 
wildlife habitat,” said Koval. 

Nancy Webster, president 
of the DUMBO Neighbor- 
hood Association and a parent 
of a student at PS 8 in Brook- 
lyn Heights, agreed, and said 
the school could serve as a 
means to incorporating the 
needs of both the community 
and the park. 

“Our son’s in kindergarten, 
he’s doing OK,” she said but 
“five years down the line it 
might not be the same. 

“With a PS 8 choice, peo- 
ple aren’t thinking about the 
suburbs for their children. 
People are going to start 
thinking about the ‘burbs if 
we don’t solve the middle 
school problem,” Webster 

Additionally, she said, it 
might mitigate some concerns 
being brought to planners that 
the park as currently envi- 
sioned is doomed to seasonal 


uses instead of year-round. 

“The school could bring ac- 
tivity and eyes on the park in 
the exact seasons when the 
park is least likely to be used 
and most likely to have a sort 
of empty feeling,” said Webster. 

As currently proposed, the 
park, stretching from just past 
the Manhattan Bridge to Pier 
6 at Atlantic Avenue, would 
consist of largely green space 
and water paths in the middle 
with a hotel and four high-rise 
co-op or condominium apart- 
ment buildings at either end, 
one at Atlantic Avenue rising 
more than 30 stories. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio, 
who along with fellow council 
members Letitia James, David 
Yassky and Sara Gonzalez 
wrote a letter urging Schools 
Chancellor Joel Klein to re- 
examine the needs of parents 
in District 15, said he’d heard 
of the park plan, and while 
there was interest, it was all 
very preliminary. 

“Council member DeBlasio 
has had informal conversa- 
tions with members of the 
community about locating a 
public school in the park,” 
said DeBlasio’s chief of staff, 
Peter Hatch. “He supports in- 
cluding elements that democ- 
ratize the park, so he believes 
this idea is worthy of explo- 

Inquiries about the school 
idea to the Empire State De- 
velopment Corporation, which 
oversees the BBPDC, were 
not answered by press time. 

But some local residents 
aren’t so sure about bringing a 


school full of children to the 
waterfront park, housing and 
commercial development. 

“Good middle schools are 
not convenient to get to,” said 
Judy Stanton, executive director 
of Ihe Brooklyn Heights Asso- 
ciation, who cited JHS 113, on 
Adelphi Street in Fort Greene, 
as the closest school she could 
think of, but said she didn’t 
know how welcomed a water- 
front school would really be. 

Although the BHA is active- 
ly pursuing a location where PS 
8 could be expanded to include 
a middle school program, she 
said nobody has given the park 
idea their blessing. 

“We’re just going to look 
around somewhere in the 
neighborhood for a middle 
school — nobody in the BHA 
has blessed the idea of [a 
school in] the park. That’s be- 
cause it hasn’t gotten far 
enough; and I don’t know that 
it will,” said Stanton. 

“Everybody who’s commit- 
ted to public schools and is a 
parent at PS 8 would like to 
see a school nearby,” she ad- 
mitted, but said she personally 
would hate to sacrifice park 
space for that. 

“I don’t see why they don’t 
look at one of the new apart- 
ment buildings that’s going up 
in DUMBO,” she said. 
“Please look at that model be- 
fore taking up park land.” 

Webster agreed. “Obvious- 
ly there are concerns over 
where it would be, and con- 
tributing any more to the built 
environment,” she said, but 
added, “It did seem like hav- 
ing the school incorporated 
would present some interest- 
ing possibilities about the 


Leslie Lewis, president of 
the 84th Precinct Community 
Council, said he had received 
so many calls from residents 
who were “complaining about 
these large trucks going down 
their neighborhood streets. 
Every place I go the trucks 
are,” he said. “They’re going 
everywhere. The people who 
own houses complain that it’s 
cracking the foundations.” He 
said it didn’t help traffic con- 
gestion either. 

Sferrazza added that he 
hoped to strike a balance with 
enforcement in quality of life 
issues, and the revitalization 
efforts. “My thing is, try to 
accommodate the business 
people and make sure they get 
their deliveries, but respect the 
people who live here,” Sfer- 
razza told The Papers. 

Lewis said seeing enforce- 
ment out in droves would put 
the community at ease. 

“It will make the Down- 
town Brooklyn community 
happy,” he said, adding, “for a 
brief period.” 
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1 70 Hicks Street, Brooklyn Heights 

Our 8-week course teaches children basic cooking skills while 
introducing them to kid-pleasing foods from around the world. 

In our hands-on classes kids learn how to measure, mash, sift, mix, 

cut, chop, grate and knead. Classes also stress 
the importance of kitchen safety, clean-up 
and food customs from other lands. 
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Atlantic Yards poll transcript 


The following are excerpts from Prospect 
Heights anti-arena activist Patti Hagan's 
conversation with a pollster asking questions 
about developer Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Yards 
plan. Hagan tape-recorded the call, which she 
received at her home on March 20, 6:30 pm. 



Pollster: As you may know there 
is talk of moving the Nets basket- 
ball team from New York to 
Brooklyn. The new owner of the 
team is proposing . . . 

Hagan: No, from New Jersey. I 
believe it’s from New Jersey . . . 
Pollster: Yeah, New Jersey. I’m 
sorry ma’am. Yeah, New Jersey. 
The new owner of the team is pro- 
posing to build a sports and enter- 
tainment arena for the Nets in 
Downtown Brooklyn at the inter- 
section of Flatbush and Atlantic av- 

Generally speaking, are you in- 
clined to favor or oppose plans to 
build a sports team for the Nets 
basketball team at this site in 
Brooklyn? 

Hagan: OK, could you start that 
question again? Because you sort 
of messed up on it. 

(The pollster repeats the question.) 
Hagan: I absolutely oppose it! 
And I am the leader of the opposi- 
tion. I started the fight to stop this 
boondoggle. 

Pollster: OK. There has also been 
talk of building a new football sta- 
dium for the New York Jets at a site 
on the West Side of Manhattan 
near the Javits Convention Center. 
Generally speaking, are you in- 
clined to favor or oppose plans to 
build a football stadium for the Jets 
at the site in Manhattan? 

Hagan: I oppose that also. It is a 
waste of public money. 

Pollster: That’s “strongly op- 
pose,” right ma’am? 

Hagan: Strongly. I testify against 
it every chance I have. The next 
time will be on Thursday. 

Pollster: OK, next, turning back to 
the proposed basketball arena in 
Brooklyn. This arena would be the 
centerpiece of a large commercial 
and residential complex that would 
be built on the same site. It would in- 
clude retail stores, office space and 
more than 4,000 units of housing for 
all levels of income and needs. 

The retail stores and office build- 
ings would be located adjacent to 
the arena at Flatbush and Atlantic 
avenues. The residential units would 


be built along Atlantic Avenue be- 
tween Sixth Avenue and Vanderbilt 
Avenue and part of the project, six 
acres of land in and around the site, 
would be landscaped and made into 
public open space. 

Having heard more information, 
do you favor or oppose plans to 
build a sports arena for the Nets 
basketball team and a commercial 
and residential development at this 
site in Brooklyn? 

Hagan: I absolutely oppose the 
whole damn thing! 

Pollster: OK. 

Hagan: And by the way, that [in- 
formation being read] doesn’t say 
that they’re going to destroy the 
homes and offices and businesses 
of more than a thousand people, 
and just kick them out of this 
neighborhood. They don’t say that. 
Pollster: OK, now let me read 
you some different opinions about 
this project. Supporters of this proj- 
ect say that the basketball arena 
and the surrounding office and res- 
idential complex will bring great 
benefit to Brooklyn. The project 
will create thousands of jobs and 
provide some badly needed hous- 
ing space for people from all differ- 
ent income levels in Brooklyn. It 
will bring in hundreds of millions 
of dollars in extra tax revenue each 
year that could be used for schools 
and other vital services. 

And the new arena would serve 
as the centerpiece of a revitalized 
Brooklyn. It would be a striking 
symbol of the borough’s re-emer- 
gence. OK? 

Opponents say that the project 
will cost as much as $200 million 
in taxpayers’ money, which could 
be better used for schools, police 
and housing and other things that 
are more important than bringing a 
sports team in Brooklyn. They also 
say the project is too big, will cre- 
ate too much traffic and that some 
people could lose their homes or 
jobs because of the project. 

With this in mind, do you 
strongly favor, somewhat favor, 
somewhat oppose, oppose or 
strongly oppose building a team 
arena for the Nets basketball team 


and commercial and residential de- 
velopment at this site in Brooklyn? 
Hagan: Strongly oppose! 

Pollster: Supporters of the project 
say that no taxpayer money will be 
used to build the arena or the sur- 
rounding complex. The only taxpay- 
er money involved will be to cover 
the cost — what are known as infra- 
structure improvements — which 
are things like fixing roads, improv- 
ing subway stations and putting new 
sewer lines in and around the arena 
complex. The cost of the arena and 
the other buildings themselves will 
be entirely funded by the developers 
of this project and would not require 
any taxpayer money. 

Does hearing this information 
make you more likely to support 
this arena project, somewhat more 
likely to support it, or does it not 
change your opinion of the project? 
Hagan: That is a damn lie! The 
whole thing. It doesn’t change one 


bit of information that I have about 
it. I have facts about it. This devel- 
oper is looking for more than $1.3 
billion in public subsidies. It’s ab- 
solutely outrageous! 

Pollster: OK. Supporters of the 
project also say that it will bring in 
much more new tax revenue than it 
will cost. Having a professional 
basketball team and sports arena in 
Brooklyn will bring in hundreds of 
millions of dollars in extra tax rev- 
enues for the borough each year. It 
would also create tens of thousands 
of well-paying jobs, many of which 
would go to Brooklyn residents. 

In addition, economic studies 
show that a major sports arena in the 
Downtown area will provide wide- 
spread benefits to the surrounding 
community and generate sharp in- 
creases in business at local stores, 
restaurants and other businesses. 

Does hearing this information 
make you more likely to support 


the arena project, somewhat more 
likely to support it, or does it not 
change your opinion of the project? 
Hagan: It does not change my opin- 
ion because I don’t believe any of 
that because I’ve read enough books 
about how this bankrupts and kills 
the small businesses in the area and 
as far as bringing in tax money, that’s 
just a crock. The developer gets tax 
exemptions for 25 years and more. 
Pollster: The developer of this 
project is negotiating an agreement 
with a community housing organi- 
zation to set aside 50 percent of the 
housing units in the residential 
complex for low- and moderate-in- 
come families. 

If the developer did go ahead 
with this agreement would it make 
you more likely to support the are- 
na project? 

Hagan: It does not change my nega- 
tive opinion at all because it is all 
lies. Three is no way that 50-percent 


subsidized housing can happen be- 
cause the city doesn’t have the mon- 
ey to support that level of subsidy. 
It’s not gonna happen — it’s just talk. 
Pollster: OK. The developer of the 
project has also agreed to enter into 
what’s known as a community ben- 
efits agreement, after negotiating 
with local community leaders. This 
voluntary agreement is the first of 
its kind in New York and is legally 
binding. It sets out the level of jobs, 
job training and affordable housing 
in this development that the project 
will provide with the local commu- 
nity. Does hearing this information 
make you more likely to support 
the arena project? 

Hagan: Does not change my nega- 
tive — absolutely negative — opin- 
ion at all. He’s only met with hand- 
picked groups, some of which he 
started and funded, and many of the 
community groups most impacted 
by what he [developer Bmce Rat- 


ner] wants to do are not being in- 
cluded and not being talked to and, 
by the way, they all happen to be 
people who are not — who are 
white or Asian or Hispanic and they 
are all being excluded. He’s only 
dealing with black groups. 

[The pollster also asked how favor- 
ably Hagan supports a roster of 
elected officials including Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, District Attor- 
ney Charles Hynes, Senators Hillary 
Clinton and Charles Schuiner, Gov. 
George Patatd, Public Advocate Bet- 
sy Gotbaum, and also Gotbawn’s po- 
tential opponent, Norman Siegel, the 
noted civil liberties lawyer represent- 
ing arena opponents in their fight 
against eminent domain. ] 

Pollster: OK. Now that you have 
heard this important information, let 
me get your final opinion. Would 
you strongly favor, somewhat favor, 
somewhat oppose or strongly oppose 
the new sports arena for the Nets bas- 
ketball team and commercial and res- 
idential development at the site? 
Hagan: Strongly oppose! With 
every breath, every day I’m fighting 
this thing and by the way, it doesn’t 
say it’s 17 skyscrapers in a low-rise 
residential neighborhood. And it 
doesn’t say that one of them is 60 
stories tall. And that the whole thing 
is totally out of scale and out of 
place and out of sync with our 
neighborhoods. It doesn’t say that 
it’s gonna cut off three big roads, 
make traffic even worse than it is 
here now. 

Pollster: OK. The main person 
behind the efforts to bring the Nets 
basketball team to Brooklyn and 
build this arena complex is a man 
named Ratner and his firm is called 
Forest City Ratner. Were you 
aware that Bmce Ratner and Forest 
City Ratner were involved in the 
effort to bring the Nets to Brook- 
lyn? Or is this the first time you’ve 
heard mention of him? 

Hagan: [laughing] I’ve been 

aware since July 23, 2003, when I 
first read about it in a newspaper 
article and I got alarmed. 

Pollster: OK. Generally speaking, 
do you have a very favorable, favor- 
able, unfavorable or very unfavor- 
able impression of Bmce Ratner? 
Hagan: The most unfavorable im- 
pression one can have. The guy 
lies. He buys off people. He de- 
stroys neighborhoods. This is 
predatory, imperialistic develop- 
ment and it’s basically targeted at 
communities of color; poor, work- 
ing-poor communities. 
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J THE NATIONAL FERTILITY 
AND ADOPTION CONFERENCE 


Sunday, April 17, 2005 

Grand Hyatt New York 

Park Ave at Grand Central Station (42nd St.) 

Over 40 specialized lectures and workshops 
led by top physicians and healthcare 
professionals offer insights and new perspectives 
on fertility treatment and adoption. 

• In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) 

• Domestic and International Adoption 

• Insurance and Financial Planning 

• Infertility — Male and Female Factor 

• Alternative Family Building Options 

• Egg and Sperm Donation 
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Bourne 
to dance 


Stars come out for lauded 
Play Without Words’ at BAM 
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By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

T his year’s BAM Spring Gala — featur- 
ing the U.S. premiere of choreographer- 
director Matthew Bourne’s “Play 
Without Words” at the effortlessly chic BAM 
Harvey Theater — was a welcome relief to 
all who attended. 

There’s little doubt that 
patrons must have been 
holding their breath (and 
crossing their fingers!) 
after being eyewitnesses 
to last fall’s premiere of 
Bang on a Can’s “Lost Ob- 
jects.” That world premiere 
ended with an ominous si- 
lence, when the baffled audi- 

doubt dulled by a monotonous 
show plagued by production snafus, 
forgot to applaud. 

Still, that debacle raised $600,000 for the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music, according to 
BAM President Karen Brooks Hopkins. 

This year’s wonderful Spring Gala, set in the 
comparatively intimate Harvey Theater, raised 
over $300,000. 

Bourne’s “Play Without Words” was an 
ironic choice for a fundraiser intended for an 
audience of well-heeled donors, as it is the sto- 
ry of a wealthy young man, coddled by his 
butler, who soon becomes manipulated by 
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Rock 'n' Paul: In 2004, Xaverian High School presented 
its Joe DiMaggio Award to Paul Simon (left) at its annu- 
al gala fundraiser, chaired by Rock Positano (right). 


him and is seduced and dumped by his maid. 

In stark contrast to “Lost Objects,” the only 
thing redundant about “Play Without Words” 
was the consistently superb score by Terry 
Davies and the relentless sexuality of cigarette- 
smoking, scantily-clad dancers against a back- 
drop of swinging ‘60s London, attempting (not 
so successfully) to control their urges. (The 
show runs through April 3.) 

Respected actors Philip 
Seymour Hoffman (“Along 
Came Polly”), Liam Nee- 
on (“Kinsey”) and Kevin 
Kline (“De-Lovely”) ar- 
rived at the pre-show 
cocktail hour and mixed 
Brooklyn Academy of f , “ d mingled through the 
Music Spring Gala ? ala dmncr that followed in a 

loft-like space on the 28th floor 
March 1 5, 2005 of the ncw tower at 330 J ay St. in 

Downtown Brooklyn. 

Hoffman said he initially heard 
about “Play Without Words” in a recent article 
and that piqued his interest in attending. 

“I love the Harvey theater,” said Hoffman, 
who canoodled with Mimi O'Donnell at the 
cocktail reception. “And I love to support 
BAM, too. 

“[‘Play Without Words’] tells a story 
through movement and sensuality, and that 
intrigued me,” he said. “It’s something I’m in- 
terested in as an artist.” 

Neeson said he was invited to the show. 
“I’m a guest of Mr. Giorgio Armani,” 
said the endearingly polite, 
tall, dashing Irishman to 
GO Brooklyn as we nearly 
succumbed to visions of 
Neeson in “Michael Collins” 
dancing in our heads. ‘Tm a 
big fan of [Bourne’s] work, 
especially ‘Swan Lake.’” 
Kline was also a guest of 
Armani and when asked if 
that meant he was wearing 
an Armani suit to go with his 
distinguished, gray beard, 
the actor quipped, “What? 
Do you think I’m stupid?’ 
Kline said that he’s a 
“big fan of BAM” and has 
been coming to BAM pro- 
ductions for “25 to 30 
years,” before asking, “Am 




Oh what a night: BAM's Spring Gala 
on March 15 featured (1) Sam Archer, 
Ewan Wardrop and Richard Winsor in the 
role of Anthony and Michela Meazza, An- 
jali Mehra and Emily Piercy as his fiancee 
Glenda in a scene from "Play Without 
Words" at the BAM Harvey Theater; 

( 2 ) guests Kevin Kline and Liam Neeson; 

( 3 ) actor Philip Seymour Hoffman; ( 4 ) 
choreographer-director Matthew Bourne; 
( 5 ) Bourne's dancers Winsor, Wardrop, 
Alan Vincent and Neil Penlington. 



I dating myself?’ 

At the dinner, chaired by John Lipsky and 
Zsuzsanna Karasz, guests were surrounded 
by the spectacular view of Brooklyn and Man- 
hattan from the enormous windows. Bruce 
Ratner, principal owner of Forest City Ratner 
Companies, who is desperately trying to bring 
the Nets to Brooklyn, was a gala vice chair 
and provided the dinner location. Other VIPs 
included composer Philip Glass and film- 
maker Michael Almereyda (“Aliens”). 

Qool DJ Marv, who spins in Manhattan 
and London, successfully eroded the reluc- 
tance of the gala-goers (perhaps intimidated by 
the fancy footwork of that evening’s perform- 
ers) to shake and shimmy on the dance floor. 

The BAM Next Wave Gala, on Oct. 25, 
will feature a performance by Brazil’s contem- 
porary dance troupe Grupo Corpo. Tickets be- 
gin at $350 per couple. For reservations or 
more information, call (718) 636-4182. 

‘Basquiat’ & dancing 

On April 21, the Brooklyn Museum will 
honor JPMorgan Chase at its annual Brooklyn 
Ball. Vice Chairman David A. Coulter will 
accept the Museum’s Augustus Graham 
Medal on the company’s behalf. 

In addition to the cocktail hour, attendees 
will have the opportunity to view the newly 
opened exhibit “Basquiat,” featuring the work 
of Jean-Michel Basquiat, the Fort Greene 
painter who collaborated with Andy Warhol 


and dated Madonna before dying in 1988 at 
the age of 27. JPMorgan Chase is the sponsor 
of the national tour of Basquiat, which will 
travel to Los Angeles and Houston after clos- 
ing in Prospect Heights on June 5. 

Dinner and dancing in the Beaux-Arts 
Court will follow the cocktail reception. 

Tickets to the event, co-chaired by Ste- 
phanie Ingrassia, Carol Hochman and 
Cristina Enriquez-Bocobo, are $350- 
$1500. Proceeds will support the Museum’s 
public and education programs. For more in- 
formation, call (718) 501-6423 or e-mail spe- 
cial.events@brooklynmuseum.org. 

Sofia’s the choice 

At long last, Xaverian High School in Bay 
Ridge is honoring a woman at its annual Joe 
DiMaggio gala on June 23. And what an hon- 
oree she is: Oscar-winning filmmaker Sofia 
Coppola. 

Each year, Xaverian’s fundraiser is a jaw- 
dropping celebrity-infused event, chaired by 
Xaverian alum Dr. Rock Positano. In 2004, 
the school, with fellow beneficiary Loyola 
High School in Manhattan, paid tribute to 
singer-songwriter Paul Simon. Stars from the 
stage and screen turned out for that soiree, and 
it’s certain this year’s party will also be a 
home run for the celestially starved. 

Tickets for this year’s fundraiser will benefit 
the scholarship programs of Loyola and Xaverian. 
For more information, call (718) 836-7100. 


CINEMA 


Hare’s Johnny 

As part of the “Best of The Ottawa Animation 
Festival 2004” at BAMcinematek on March 30, 
Jennifer Shiman’s “The Shining in 30 Seconds, Re- 
Enacted by Bunnies” 
will be screened. 

In Shiman’s exceed- 
ingly short movie, she 
deftly spoofs the plot of 
Stanley Kubrick’s cult- 
classic film and our 
own fear upon first 
watching it in 1980. 
Somehow a bunny just 
isn’t as terrorizing as an 
ax- wielding Jack Ni- 
cholson reducing a 
bathroom door to splin- 
ters with the tongue-in- 
cheek announcement, “Heeere’s Johnny!” (See the 
wife, Wendy bunny, quivering above.) 

The films, which were culled from 111 that were 
screened in the competition held Sept. 22-26, 2004 
in Ottawa, Ontario, will be shown at 6:50 pm and 
9:15 pm at the Brooklyn Academy of Music (30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Greene). 
The animation is showcased in a variety of forms: 
music videos, animated shorts, TV series and com- 
mercials, Internet series and more. 

Tickets are $10. For more information, visit 
www.bam.org or call (718) 636-4100. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 



Last chance 

The exhibit “I Wanna Be Loved by You: Pho- 
tographs of Marilyn Monroe” has been extended 
through April 3 at die Brooklyn Museum. 

Among the works on display in the show, which 
features 200 photographs by 39 photographers, is 
Bert Stem’s “Pulling Beads” 
from the portfolio 
“The Last Sitting,” 
taken just a few 
weeks before 
her death in 
1962 at age 
36 (detail at 
right). Other 
photographers 
whose works 
are featured are 
Eve Arnold, Ri- 
chard Avedon, Hen- 
ri Cartier-Bresson and 
Tom Kelly, whose nude pho- 
tograph of Monroe was used as the centerfold for 
the first issue of “Playboy” magazine. 

The exhibition was curated by the museum’s 
own Marilyn Kushner and Matthew Yokobosky. 

Admission is free on Saturday, April 2 from 5 pm 
to 11 pm. The Brooklyn Museum is located at 200 
Eastern Parkway at Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights. For museum hours and admission informa- 
tion, call (718) 638-5000 or visit the Web site at 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 




DUMBO Hop’ 

If you’ve been wishing that you could see the 
works at 10 DUMBO art galleries in just two hours, 
Two Trees Management has a plan for you. 

While DUMBO does have its annual, weekend- 
long celebration of performing and visual arts, the 
DUMBO Art Center’s “Art Under the Bridge Festi- 
val,” each fall, this month’s hite-size gallery tour is 
another welcome event to lure fine arts aficionados 
back to the neighborhood nestled around the Man- 
hattan Bridge overpass. 

On March 31, the galleries at 111 Front St. at 
Washington Street will throw open their doors from 
6 pm to 8 pm, so visitors can participate in the 
“Gallery Hop.” 

Among the works on display will be photographs 
by Manuel Geerinck at 5+5 Gallery (pictured); as 
well as works inspired by that other artist-rich 
neighborhood, Williamsburg, at Safe-T-Gallery; 
paintings by Andre Martinez at Henry Gregg 
Gallery; photographs by Richard Avedon at Howard 
Schickler Fine Art and more. 

Two Trees, which is hosting the tour, is one of the 
largest property owners in DUMBO and landlord to 
all of the galleries on the tour (also to The Brooklyn 
Papers). 

The reception will be catered by DUMBO’s own 
Bubby’s and Rice restaurants, with wines from 
Mionetto and tea from Ito En. — Lisa J. Curtis 



Newly redecorated, come and enjoy! 
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10 


The Brooklyn Papers 



www.BrooklynPapers.com 


BROOKLYN 

• i Neighborhood 

WhCl |r Dining Guido 




The real thing 

El Huipil restaurant s mother-son team 
brings cuisine of Guerrero to Red Hook 



It's about tine: On Saturdays, chef 
Jesus Serrano (peeking through the 
kitchen door, above) serves up the 
soup "posole estilo Guerrero" (left), 
with hominy and shredded chicken, 
in his Red Hook restaurant, El Huipil. 


tender, like a tiny dumpling. Sitting in the 
center of the soup is a pile of juicy, shred- 
ded chicken. You add a sprinkle of dried 
oregano, chunks of ripe avocado, sharp 
chopped onion, crumbled tostado and 
pieces of fried pork rind that add a rich, 
salty note. The dish is finished with a 
squeeze of fresh lime. Posole is extreme- 
ly filling and just as comforting as any 



DINING 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

S ince mid-October, a Mexican chef 
and his mother have been turning 
out the kind of authentic dishes 
that are a rarity in the New York area. 

The chef is Jesus Serrano; his mother, 
who originated the recipes, is Heleodora 
“Lolita” Vivar. “The food reflects the soul 
of Lolita and my 
husband,” says Je- 
sus’ wife, Megan 
Serrano, who 
works the front 
of the house on 
weekends. 

This soulful 
spot is El Huipil 
(which is Spanish 
for a woven shirt), 
an intimate restau- 
rant with wooden tables, Mexican folk art 
and a great jukebox. 

If you’ve been to Mexico and sampled 
dishes from the kitchen of a “fonda,” a 
simple, family-style restaurant that El 
Huipil [pronounced wee-PEEL] emu- 
lates, then you’re one lucky so-and-so. In 
those small workspaces, cooks grind 
fresh spices to be heated slowly atop 
small stoves and used to flavor complex 


El Huipil (1 16A Sullivan St. between 
Van Brunt and Conover streets in Red 
Hook) accepts cash only. Entrees: $7.25- 
$8.95. The restaurant serves breakfast, 
lunch and dinner until 8 pm weeknights 
and 10 pm on weekends. Delivery avail- 
able to surrounding neighborhoods. For 
more information, call (718) 855-4548. 


chopped and scattered to brighten sauces, 
and chilies — both fresh and dried — 
add depth and an underlying heat. With a 
cold beer (El Huipil offers 10 domestic 
and Mexican brands), a well-prepared 
meal in Mexico can be transcendent. 

The food at El Huipil is based on the 
dishes from the mountainous state of 
Guerrero, where the Serrano family 
lived before moving to Red Hook. Un- 
like Tex-Mex dish- 
es that are heavy 
on cheese, the Ser- 
ranos prefer a light 
sprinkling of “que- 
so cotija,” a mild, 
white Mexican 
cheese. The two 
Tex-Mex additions 
are burritos, says 
Megan, “because 
customers expect 
them, but they’re filled with authentic 
ingredients like shredded stewed chick- 
en with chipotle peppers,” and a thick 
version of guacamole, that differs from 
the more traditional thinner, sauce-like 
versions. 

thrown into the pot. Some aremild and 





Reeling them in 


Do you enjoy visiting the New York 
Aquarium in Coney Island, but find 
yourself heading to Nathan’s for a hot- 
dog instead of a meal in their cafe? 

Now you can stay put. 

On March 10, the new Seaside Cafe 
opened in the aquarium in a completely 
revamped space. To celebrate the grand 
opening the cafe hosted a chili cook-off 
between firemen, but the judges declared 
a tie between the members of Engine 318 
and Ladder 166 (from left) Billy Scanlan, 
Ferry Robergeau, Danny Lind and Mark 
Gleason. 

The new eatery now seats 130 (up from 
50) and the glittering beige tiles, fabulous 
chandelier dripping with glass and coral 
and laminated tables embossed with fish 
motifs lend the room a ’50s retro feel. 

Kids will find everything they crave on 
the cafe’s “All American” menu. There are 


heroes, calzones, burgers and fries and hot- 



Zealand, Pacific cod and albacore tuna are 
purchased from humane fisheries and none 
are on the list of endangered species. Cater- 
ing is available and the lovely room can be 
rented for special occasions. 

Seaside Cafe at the New York 
Aquarium (602 Surf Ave. at West 
Eighth Street in Coney Island) accepts 
MasterCard and Visa. Dishes: $2-$9. 
The cafe is open from 10 am to 5 pm 
daily. For more information, call (718) 
265-FISH (3474) or visit www.ny- 
aquarium.com. — Tina Barry 


The Best Spanish & 

Asian Fusion in NYC 



> Tapas and 
Sushi Lounge 

> Tao Dining Room 

> Spanasia 

Ballroom 

available for private parties 


1 Front Street at old Fulton St. 

next to Grimaldi’s in Fulton Ferry by the Brooklyn Bridge 

Open for dinner, 7 days a week, 4pm-midnight 

Fax:718 625-4488 718 625-0300 
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ALL YOU CAI 
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IO DIFFERENT TV 
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Southern Barbeque 
comes to 

Brooklyn Heights! 

St. Louis Style 

Baby Back Ribs 



» 

60 Henry St. 

(bet. Orange & Cranberry) Bklyn Hts 

(718) 522-5547 

fax (718) 522-4896 
Mon-Sat: 1 1 am- 1 1 pm; Sun: 1 1 am-9pm 


DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights and Metrotech^ 


Seniors: 15% Discount 


Soto, 

VOffiA & Poifa 

8602 3rd Avenue 
(718) 921-1900 



• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Stree 

Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a Week (7 i 8 ) 

• Party Orders Welcome ^ 
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min. | 


and Fresh Vegetables 


Catering - On & Off Premises GRILL 8 

7902 3rd Avenue • rawxi • 718.61 
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Japanese-French Fusion 

JSL 

cl r s li 

Japanese restaurant lounge 


Open 7 days 
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CORPORATE & PRIVATE CATERING AVAILABLE - Up to 250 pec 


9208 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge • 718-238-2323 


Park Slope: 15% off your first internet order 
Order by 5 pm for same day delivery 
Use discount code: newspaper 


Jaume Cotes du Rhone 2003 - $10 




718.797.WINE V 
www.greenegrape.com 














The Most Affordable View of the Manhattan Skyline and Brooklyn Bridge 

exceptional Enjoy EASTER 

Italian Fare and ' ' v A* 

Warm Service with us! 


www.PetesDownTown.com • PARTY ROOM AND CATERING 


By Jeff Breithaupt 

for The BwpMfm Papers 

E verything’s good here,” 
gushes the ebullient 
voice at the other end of 
the phone. 

Ute Lemper, the naughty 
goddess of European cabaret, 
the German ex-pat Manhat- 
tanite who has forged a career 
carrying the torch songs of her 
native country and neighbor- 
ing France (think Weimar era, 
think Edith Piaf) forward into 
the 21st century, sounds posi- 
tively girlish. Not what one 
would expect from the almost 
menacing sexuality of her 
publicity photographs, typified 
by a withering, Dietrich-like, 
eyebrow-arching glare that 
contains an implicit challenge: 
“I dare you to break my heart 

Lemper is preparing for the 
next in a series of Brooklyn 
Philharmonic 50th anniver- 
sary shows, “Weill Goes 
Brooklyn” (March 26 at 8 pm 
in the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music’s Howard Gilman 
Opera House), where she will 
bring her sensual theatrical 
persona to bear on a concert 
version of Kurt Weill’s ballet 
chante, “The Seven Deadly 
Sins.” 

But this woman on the 
phone, this other Ute, is an 
Upper West Side mother of 
two — a girl and boy, 8 and 
10, respectively — with 
workaday New York concerns 
ranging from the cost of the 
city’s private education sys- 
tem to the cost of its real es- 

“I think those two personal- 
ities — it’s an op- 
position that needs 
to exist for me,” 
says Lemper. 

“There’s this very 
extravagant, sexual 
performance iden- 
tity and the intelli- 
gence and provo- 
cation that goes 
with it. And in or- 
der to let this live, 

I need to have this 
center in my life, 
which is the com- 
plete down-to-earth life with 

That’s how Ute the enthusi- 

the park to the Cafe Carlyle 
and slip so easily into the skin 
of the other Ute, whose jaded 
sexuality and knowing world- 
weariness is so perfectly at- 
tuned to the European cabaret 
repertoire she’s known for cel- 
ebrating on the world stage. 
Lemper’s BAM performance 
later this month will require a 
similar juggling act as she 
takes on the role of Anna of 
“Seven Deadly Sins,” whose 
opposing halves were repre- 
sented by Weill and his libret- 
tist Bertold Brecht as Anna I 


'Deadly' attraction: Songstress Ute Lemper will perform a selection of French chansons 
as well as the concert version of Kurt Weill's "The Seven Deadly Sins" with the Brooklyn 
Philharmonic on March 26. 


(a singer) and Anna II (a 
dancer). 

“It’s so special to be doing 
this in Brooklyn with the Phil- 
harmonic,” says Lemper. “The 
story is a bit dated, the whole 
psychological split between 
the two Annas — the whole 
super-ego of Anna I imposing 
the laws of capitalist society 
on her under-ego, Anna II, 


who is subject to temptation. 
It’s dated, but it’s still funny, 
and it captures the revolution- 
ary spirit of the time.” 

Musically, Weill’s superb, 
lively score has a way of 
counteracting the mustiness of 
Brecht’s textual polemic. The 
BAM lineup will include 
Hudson Shad, an internation- 
ally renowned vocal ensemble 
that will interpret Anna’s 
“family,” and conductor Carl 
St. Clair, currently in his 14th 
season as music director of 
Orange County’s Pacific Sym- 
phony. 

The concert represents 
Lemper’s BAM debut and is 
yet another door opening for 


this Euro-chanteuse whose 
busy international touring- 
schedule did not initially 
translate to her New York real- 
ity (she first moved here in 
1998 to play the vixen Velma 
Kelly in the long-running 
Broadway revival of “Chica- 
go”). 

“This whole New York ex- 
perience has finally kicked in 
for me,” she says. “I was actu- 
ally waiting for this to happen 
thinking, ‘OK, here I am tour- 
ing. I’m in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Washington, Boston, 
all over Europe, in Australia 
— what’s up with New 
York?”’ 

Lots, if the past year is any 
indication. In addition to her 
evolving recording career and 
the upcoming BAM perform- 
ance, recent Gotham gigs in- 
clude a show at Central Park 
SummerStage last summer, a 
performance with Orpheus 
Orchestra at Carnegie hall last 
December, a two-month ran at 
the venerable Cafe Carlyle, a 
one- week mn at Neue Gallery, 
and a two-week stint at Joe’s 
Pub. 

Back in ’98, of course, it 
was “Chicago” — which she 
also performed on London’s 
West End, winning the 1998 
Olivier Award for Best Actress 
in a Musical — for eight 
shows a week. 

“After ‘Chicago,’ I went 
straight back on the road with 
my own stuff and got back to 
my own recordings,” she says. 

Currently, Lemper’s in the 
studio working on her first al- 


bum of self-penned songs. 
She’s also preparing for the 
June release of a live album 
recorded during her recent mn 
at the Carlyle; it will be her 
first live release since 1987. 

“This schedule is so re- 
warding,” says Lemper, “be- 
cause it offers such a larger 
variety for a performer than 
just to be inside one Broad- 
way role.” 

There is one role, however, 
that Lemper will likely never 
give up, and that is her unoffi- 
cial role as torch-carrier for a 
certain era of European 
cabaret repertoire. 

“It suddenly dawned on me 
that there is a responsibility 
there,” says Lemper, who con- 
tinues to bring songs by the 
likes of Weill, Piazolla, Eisler 
and Brel to a contemporary 
audience. “At first, it just 
seemed the most daring and 
fun and meaty repertoire for 
me to explore. And then it was 
too many times that I read and 
heard from people that I’m the 
true inheritor of this reper- 

Lemper pauses, as if con- 
sidering the implications of 
this professional obligation for 
the first time. 

“I’m very happy about this 
responsibility, and I treasure 


Jeff Breithaupt is the co-au- 
thor of “Precious and Few: 
Pop Music in the Early ’70s” 
and “Night Moves: Pop Mu- 
sic in the Late ’70s” (St. Mar- 
tin’s Press). 
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The kettle Black 

RESTAURANT & BAR 


Sunday 

Brunch 


12-3 • $13.95 

Unlimited .... 


Bloody Marys, 

DRAUGHT BEER & MIMOSAS 


8622 3rd Ave, Bay Ridge 

CORNER 87 th ST & 3 BD AVE • (718) 680-7862 
Kitchen Open 7 days, 11:30am-11pm • 


Cabinet Fair 241 37th St. (across from Costco) 
718.369.1402 • www.cabinetfair.com 

See our ratings on www.franklinrenort.com 


PROUDLY PRESENTS 

a r, DINNER & A SHOW 

APRIL 6, 2005 7:00 P.M. 


A Flamboyant Italian Chef is trying to 
seduce the restaurant manager, who is 
obsessed with the waitress, who is engaged to 
the Waiter (who may or may not wear blue 
underwear) and is caught in a love triangle 
with the Hostess, who is trying to 
escape her difficult situation with the 
help of a mysterious busboy, a strange and 
powerful man from Long Island. 

This is Not Dinner Theatre, it’s 
Reality Theatre where the actors 
are your servers and the 
dining room becomes their stage. 

$75 PER PERSON (PLUS TAX & TIP) 

(INCLUDES FOUR COURSE DINNER WITH WINE & BEER) 


CALL FOR RESERVATIONS (718) 852-5015 

345 Court St. Brooklyn 


FACTORY direct cabinets 


Manufactured locally in our own production facility. Resulting in 
reasonable pricing, excellent customer service and sensible lead times. 


Dual identities 

Euro-chanteuse Ute Lemper tackles the role of 
conflicted Anna in Weills 6 Seven Deadly Sms’ 


Read co online every week at '^^pk-s.com 


The Very Special Special 


finlandia vodka 
bacardi rum 
ballantine's scotch 
pabst blue ribbon 
heineken pints 


Anytime... 93N.6th.St. 


between Berry & Wythe 


Vesuvio 

est. 1953 

Come and enjoy a 
special Easter dinner at 

Vesuvio! 

We are offering a four course 
menu at $29.95 per person. 
Our regular a la carte menu 
will also be available. 


Vesuvio will be open 
Easter Sunday. 

Match 27 
12 pm to 10 pm 
Reservation suggested 
718-745-022Z 
7305 3rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209 
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BROOK) T^ENTER 

fom mi PIKOftMMO ARTS AT MOOKIVN COUfOt 


Soweto Street Beat 

Saturday • March 19, 2005 - 8pm 


Royal Shakespeare Company 

The Shakespeare Review 

Sunday • March 20, 2005 - 2pm 

Sponsored by ^ EMIGRANT 
Tickets: $40, $25 

Caribbean Callaloo 

with Shurwayne Winchester, 
Tabou Combo, WCK and Gillo 

Saturday • March 26, 2005 - 8pm 

Supported by A. WILLIAMS CONSTRUCTION 

Tickets: $40, $35. $15 

Circo Comedia 

Smyfrhe and Saucier 

Saturday • April 2, 2005 - 2pm 


Ballet Internationale 

Carmen 

Sunday • April 3, 2005 - 2pm 


Call 71 8.951.4500 


Box Office hours are Tuesday - Saturday, 1-B pm 
For groups of 15 or more, call 718.951.4600 x26 
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Pratt students show 
future 'House of D p 



By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Designs presented this 
week by Pratt Institute 
architecture students did 
more than suggest new 
uses for the currently 
empty Brooklyn House of 
Detention — they strug- 
gled to break the public’s 
perception of the 10-story 
building on Atlantic 
Avenue as a prison. 

“It seemed like it was hard 
for the community to view the 
building as something other 
than a jail,” said Arnold Che- 
ung, 21, of Sheepshead Bay, 
who gestured at an elaborate, 
three-dimensional design that 
featured black wall-like slats 
sandwiching a red hotel built 
out of the structure of the orig- 
inal prison, that would incor- 
porate a performance hall, 
restaurant-bar and art galleries 
into the Boerum Hill site. 

His attempt, he said, was a 
way to visually confine the 
building’s new programs into 
the space and conceal the old- 
er facade from the Atlantic 
Avenue corridor. The building 
occupied the full frontage of 
the avenue between Boerum 
Place and Smith Street 

Cheung’s was just one of 
many new ways to view the 
old prison that came out of an 
elective seminar of fourth- 
year students at Pratt Univer- 
sity, on Lafayette Avenue at 
St. James Place in Clinton Hill 
on March 17, guided by Man- 
hattan architect Frederick Biehle. 

The charge was to envision 
the sore thumb at 275 Atlantic 
Ave. into something that could 
be an asset to the neighborhood. 

“The stigma of its non-par- 
ticipatory neighborhood role 
remains fixed by its razor- wire 
exterior,” wrote Biehle in his 
introduction to the class dis- 

The House of Detention, 
which the city emptied of pris- 
oners in 2003, makes up the 
last real portion of what 
neighborhood activists have 
long decried as “the gap” 
along Atlantic Avenue be- 
tween Court and Smith streets. 
With the prison on one side, a 
parking garage at Court Street 


and a gas station across the 
street, the stretch had for 
decades been a desolate break 
in the thriving avenue of 
shops, restaurants and bars on 
either side. 

Now, with the construction 
of luxury apartments and a 
YMCA at Court Street, and a 
plan for housing on a former 
gas station and car wash at 
Boerum Place, the prison is 
the last remaining piece of 
“the gap.” 

Students were given free- 
reign to design programs or 
activities to take place within 
the buildings, but Biehle sug- 
gested the design of a “hy- 
brid” or model that included at 
least three components, 
choosing from ideas such as 
an institution, residence, city 
agency, commercial compo- 
nent or recreational use. 

Samantha Sommers, 22, 
built another building next to 


the existing tower, and hinged 
both at the comer of Atlantic 
Avenue and Boerum Place. A 
middle school and library was 
in one building behind it, and 
a senior citizens housing com- 
plex filled the original tower, 
sitting over a street-level retail 
atrium. The idea, she said, 
came from her Staten Island 

“I live with my grandmoth- 
er,” said Sommers, who noted 
that she loved to know what 
was going on, who was doing 
what, and watch out the win- 
dow for her younger sister, 
who is 12. 

“It goes with the whole idea 
of the older watching over the 
young,” she said. 

Some, like the work of An- 
dreas Tsavaris, of Long Island, 
took a somber acceptance of 
the tower’s existing cubed 
spaces to create a shelter for 
the transient and homeless, 


with a non-denominational 
house of worship and day 

Others, like Cecilia Davis, 
used broad strokes of the 
imagination: She designed an 
aviary or zoo for rescued ani- 
mals and an animal hospital in 
the same building as a “Home 
for Little Wanderers,” or or- 
phanage with community cen- 
ter and daycare. 

Only Thomas Scibilia, 21, 
stuck to the idea of keeping the 
jail a jail, in what Biehle called 
a “realistic compromise.” Sci- 
bilia’s plan connects the House 
of Detention, which he would 
convert into offices for city 
agencies and a partial jail while 
connecting to city courts across 
Boerum Place, with enclosed, 
translucent hallways. 

Richard Berak, a represen- 
tative of Borough President 
Marty Markowitz, observing 
the presentations, noted that 


Scibilia’s idea may have mer- 
it, especially for a city looking 
to potentially “consolidate a 
lot of the downtown adminis- 
trative offices” currently scat- 
tered about to free up property 
in the face of the Downtown 
Brooklyn development plan. 

But recent comments made 
by a Department of Correction 
official urging for the reopen- 
ing of the jail, might put any 
new uses on hold. 

The renovation of an East 
River jail barge and a Riker’s 
Island facility could force the 
Brooklyn House of Deten- 
tion’s reopening by 2007, Cor- 
rection Commissioner Martin 
Horn said at a City Council 
hearing last week. 

A Feb. 3 letter to the mayor 
from city Comptroller William 
Thompson urged that the jail be 
shut down and sold to a devel- 

The building is earmarked 
for $18.4 million in renova- 
tions according to the 2006 
Fiscal Year budget, and has 
been decried as a wasteful and 
detrimental eyesore by Marko- 
witz, Rep. Major Owens, state 
Sen. Martin Connor, Assem- 
blywoman Joan Millman, 
Councilman David Yassky 
and District Attorney Charles 

The dilapidated building 
cost city taxpayers $30 million 
in emergency renovations and 
ongoing security within the 
past year, according to 
Thompson. 

“The potential for this site 
is remarkable,” said Millman, 
a Pratt alumni who helped co- 
ordinate the college project. 
“The former House of Deten- 
tion will be a welcomed eco- 
nomic boost for Brooklyn.” 

The designs will be un- 
veiled at Borough Hall at the 
end of the semester. 

“The city should issue a re- 
quest for proposals for the site, 
with an eye toward developing 
more affordable housing and 
creating a streetscape that will 
enhance this portion of Atlantic 
Avenue,” said Markowitz in a 
prepared statement. 

‘T look forward to a con- 
structive dialogue with the ad- 
ministration leading to the re- 
unification of Atlantic Avenue,” 
he said. 


BHA gets 2 Downtown 
buildings landmarked 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city Landmarks Pre- 
servation Commission an- 
nounced on March 15 the 
landmark designation of 


two buildings in Down- 
town Brooklyn. 

The Romanesque Revival 
building at 505-513 Fulton St., 
which was built in 1890 by 
Henry Offerman as a ware- 
house and department store. 


and a neo-Classical limestone 
building 450-474 Fulton St., at 
the comer of Hoyt Street, 
which was built in 1924 as a 
dry goods store, and later was 
Namm’s department store, will 
both be preserved. 


Both buildings dodged 
what Brooklyn Heights Asso- 
ciation governor Meredith 
Hamilton saw as a rapidly 
closing window in light of the 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan, 
which seeks to replace many 
of the older buildings with 
new skyscrapers. 

Since the plan was passed 
in July, many landowners 
whose buildings fall within 
the 60-block area could stand 
to profit by selling or demol- 
ishing their property to rede- 
velop rather than going to the 
expensive lengths a landmark 
would require. 

With the help of the Munic- 
ipal Art Society, a preserva- 
tionist watchdog group, 
Hamilton got the Landmark 
Preservation Commission’s 
stamp of approval. 

“We’re very pleased,” said 
MAS spokesman Brian Con- 
nelly, who considered it a victo- 
ry. “Downtown Brooklyn has 
had a wonderful past and there’s 
every reason to believe that it 
would have a wonderful future. 

“With rising rents else- 
where, Brooklyn can be a cen- 
ter for business and residential 
life and nightlife,” he said, 
which is what landmarking 
would help draw. 

“You’re creating a 24-hour 
neighborhood by giving peo- 
ple reasons to be there for 24 
hours; places for people to eat, 
work, sleep, shop, live their 

Hamilton, who was over- 
joyed, is still worried the fight 
to save many of Downtown’s 
grander buildings is going to 
become more difficult in the 
face of hesitant property own- 

“Its fabulous, it’s wonder- 
ful, they’re doing the right 
thing,” she said of the two 
new landmarks for which she 
had lobbied. “However, let’s 
hope there’s some more.” 

Saying that property own- 
ers have been complaining 
about what they perceive as a 
threat to their livelihoods by 


landmarking the buildings, 
Hamilton expressed concern 
that the Downtown Brooklyn 
Council, which assisted her in 
garnering support from own- 
ers, had since pulled back in 
such efforts. 

“I’m really worried there 
might be a bit of a slowdown, 
so I’m worried about the oth- 
ers,” said Hamilton. 

“The Downtown Brooklyn 
Council has been trying to ed- 
ucate business owners down 
there, because some of them 
are not happy about it,” she 

As a result, the business ad- 
vocacy council, which formu- 
lated the Downtown Brooklyn 
Plan with the Department of 
City Planning, may have 
stepped on the brakes. 

“It could be quite a while 
until we see more landmarks 
down there,” she said. 

Michael Burke, director of 
the Downtown Brooklyn 
Council, said that while he was 
aware of the apprehensions of 
the landowners, he thought de- 
veloping incentives would help 
ease the transition for owners of 
landmarked buildings. 

“It’s a done deal,” said 
Burke, of the two newest 
landmarks but added that 
“buildings like Offerman’s 
and Namm’s are not the type 
of buildings we’re most con- 
cerned with. What’s of most 
concern when you’re talking 
about Fulton Mall is a build- 
ing from the 19th century 
where the facade is covered 
by signs, and an upper floor is 
blocked off — there’s not 
even a staircase. 

“Landmarking a building, 
in and of itself, does nothing 
for Fulton Mall businesses,” 
he said. “The answer is never 
something as simple as ‘let’s 
landmark.’ 

“In order for the business 
community to support further 
landmarking, the landmarking 
has to be packaged with in- 
centives and a wide, economic 
development program.” 


In Memoriam 


Emma A. Daniels 

President, The May Ellen and Gerald Ritter Foundation 


The Board of Trustees, physicians and staff of 
Lutheran Medical Center 
offer their deepest condolences 


Kathryn S. Wylde, Chair 
Wendy Z. Goldstein, President and CEO 
Francisco Siguenza, D.O., President, Medical and Dental Staff 


\SOj Lutheran 
17 Medical Center 
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BerkeleyQufroll 

Creative Arts Program 

181 Lincoln Place, Park Slope, Brooklyn 

June 30th to July 29th, 2005 


Register today for NYC’s 
premier arts program for 
children ages 8 to 14. Call 
718-534-6540, or e-mail 
bcs@berkeleycarroll.org. 



JtU00S 


Day 

School, 

Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 
0 Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


[112, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
jQSpacious Classrooms 
IjEnriched Curriculum 
K3Caring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


Better Brooklyn Community Center 

Summer Enrichment Camp 2005 


= a FUN learning experience 

for children from 2 to 15 years old! 

OPEN HOUSE 

MAY 2 & 19 
JUNE 2 & 16 


• Academic enrichment through 
exciting electives and performing arts 

• Weekly field trips to fun and cultural ve 

• Outdoor pool: Instructional Swim 

• Daily lunch & snacks 

• Mature, experienced, and licensed sta 
that enjoy working with children 


Call for location information 


718-624-1992 ext. 20 + www.bkcenter.org 

Camp Main Office: 408 Jay Street @ Fulton Street 


Nature OrIentecI, 

PhysicAlly Active DAy Camp 


DAiLy Trips to: 


Lakes, pools and beaches for swimming, 
hikes, special playgrounds, Sesame Place, 
Chinatown, amusement parks, museums 
and more! 

EarLy dRop'off ANd Late pick up AVAiUblE 

Ages 5-72 to 1 1 -'h years 

CaU Dan IMoInester 

Park Slope • 768-6419 



Brooklyn Heights 

JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 

Ages: 5-9 June 27th - August 12th 

At: The Hannah Senesh School - 215 Pacific St. 
Specialists in Supervised & Instructional: 
y® Swimming. Soccer & Tennis 

Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

oates: times g fees 

Session 1: June 27 - July 8th, Session 2: July 11th - July 22nd Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $425 per session. 

Session 3: July 25th - Aug 5th, Session 4 (1 week only): Aug 8th - 12th Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Simcha (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 • Jewishrevolution@aol.com 

Checks made payable to Camp Gan Israel, 117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Administration fee of $100 per child. Camp is closed July 4th 

10% discount early bird registration before April 1st 
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Overcoming social difficulties 


Q: My 7-y ear-old son strug- 
gles socially at school. He is 
impulsive and somewhat im- 
mature for his age. He does 
OK with kids at church and on 
his sports teams, but he says 
he’s left out when kids pair up 
at school. — a mother 

A: From preschool to high 
school, kids deal with exclusion. 
Parents cannot shield their children, 
but they can coach them on social 

Think about it: Does your im- 
pulsive child insist on being first, 
or disrupt what a group is already 
doing? Is he whiny and thin- 
skinned? Does he hover and de- 
mand: “Pick me”? 

Some children lack the ability to 
read facial expressions and to sense 
when they’re invading the space of 
others. They are socially clueless. 

Research suggests that kids who 
are agreeable, enthusiastic and flex- 
ible are more likely to be accepted. 
They recognize another child’s 
preferences and interests, then 


adapt accordingly. 

About 15 percent of at-risk chil- 
dren encounter significant difficul- 
ties in school beyond normal ups 
and downs, and feel isolated and 
depressed, says psychologist Mich- 
ael Thompson, Ph.D., author of 
“The Pressured Child: Helping 
Your Child Find Success in School 
and Life” (Random House, 2004). 

There are ways to reduce social 
anxiety at school, Thompson says. 
A teacher can control social group- 
ings in the classroom by using seat 
lotteries to regularly mix up the 
children; kids aren’t able to pick 
their own partners. 

One kindergarten teacher put up 
a sign in class: “You can’t say you 
can’t play.” That became a moral 
code of the class, according to 
Thompson, and it created the kind 
of climate he promotes in his work- 
shops at schools across the country. 

Parents tend to either underreact 
or overreact to a child’s social diffi- 
culties, says Thompson, who also 
is co-author of “Best Friends, 
Worst Enemies: Understanding the 


Parent-to-Parent 



By Betsy Flagler 


Social Lives of Children” (Random 
House, 2002). To find a balance, he 
suggests in the book: 

• Talk to your child’s teacher. Do 
not blame or expect a quick fix. 
Listen to what he or she has to say 


about your child. Without realizing 
it, is there some way your child 
adds to his own rejection? 

• Assess whether your child 
lacks some social skills that other 
children his age have. Is he too de- 
manding when he enters a group or 
babyish? Is he a tattletale? If he’s 
socially clueless, see whether his 
school has a friendship skills class. 

• Is your child’s feeling of rejec- 
tion a sign of an underlying emotion- 
al problem such as anxiety? Perhaps 
he’d benefit from a social skills 
group run by a mental health profes- 

• Maintain contact with relatives, 
neighbors and church friends to en- 
hance your child’s possibilities for 
friendship. 

Anita Gurian, Ph.D., is a clinical 
assistant psychiatry professor and 
editor of the New York University 
Child Study Center Web site, 
AboutOurKids.org, a good source 
of information related to the mental 
health of children. How parents can 
smooth social rough spots, Gurian 
explains on the site: 


• Listen and accept your child’s 
feelings. Let your child know you’re 
an ally. 

•Examine your own feelings. 
Does your perception stem from 
your own bad memories? 

• Get more information, then de- 
cide whether and to what degree 
you should get involved. 

Children who make friends easi- 
ly have certain social skills, accord- 
ing to Gurian: 

• They know how to break the 
ice. They offer a greeting and invite 
participation. “Hi. What’s your 
name? Would you like to play?” 

• Once the ice has been broken, 
the child maintains contact by nod- 
ding, looking at the other child, 
talking and expressing thanks or af- 
fection appropriately. 

• Socially adept children manage 
conflict well. They assert their 
rights without being rejected, stand 
up against unreasonable demands, 
and work out compromises. 

•They listen and acknowledge 
the other child’s feelings. 

Less socially successful children 


are apt to be aggressive, impatient, 
critical or pleading in their strate- 
gies. They may interrupt, grab 
things, act bossy and whine. And 
when they sense rejection, they’re 
unable to switch approaches, Guri- 
an says on the Web site, and the cy- 
cle of rejection perpetuates itself. 

To coach your child, parents 
suggest: 

• Provide your child with oppor- 
tunities to play with peers. Set up 
playdates. 

• Volunteer in your son’s class to 
plug into what’s going on. 

• Have fun with your child. He’ll 
learn from playing with you if he 
leads the way. 

• Talk about friendships. 

•Boost your son’s self-esteem 

by helping him find his strengths. 
His sports teams and church give 
him a broader range of support. 

One mother’s poem about her 
second-grader’s lack of friends re- 
flects the pain some families face: 
“Stick around until the sillies sub- 
side because deep inside he’s just a 
little boy who needs a friend.” 


Monitor your child for signs of 
depression, and seek professional 
guidance if necessary. 

Can you help? 

“My husband and I are struggling 
with how to teach our very passive 3 
1/2 -year-old son what to do when he 
gets pushed or hit by another child 
his age. He doesn’t have an aggres- 
sive bone in his body, so when that 
happens, he just stands there or sits 
down. In general, he’s not meek. Ob- 
viously, it doesn’t send a good mes- 
sage to tell him to shove the kid back. 
But I also don’t want him to be the 
easy target for a bully.” — a mother 

If you have tips or a question, 
call our toll-free hotline any time at 
(800) 827-1092 or e-mail us at 
p2ptips@att.net. 

Parents concerned about their 
children’s calorie intake can obtain 
a copy of the new Parent To Parent 
newsletter “Getting Over Overeat- 
ing” by sending a long, self-ad- 
dressed, stamped envelope and $2 
to Newsletter, P.O. Box 167, Wick- 
liffe, OH 44092. 



Award-Winning 
Science Playground 

• 30,000 Square Feet of Fun and Learning 

• More than 2 Dozen Exhibits 

• Water Exhibits Now Open 


Free Science Playground 
Admission 

When you present this coupon at the NY 
Hall of Science admission desk, with the 
purchase of another Science Playground 
admission. Not for groups. Good through 
August 31, 2005. BR 




47-01 111th Street, Queens, NY 11368 
718.699.0005 * * www.nyscience.org 
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To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Childcare / Avail. 


in childcare seeks F/T postion. For 
further info: Call Angela (718) 953- 
0025. wi3 


(718) 345-21 46 9 or Carey for refer- 
ence (646) 334-6979. Other refer- 


Parties 


The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718-434-9697 9 
917-318-9092 


Learning can be Fun <« 
at Your Brooklyn Public Library! 


BPL is helping young people succeed. The new Learning in Libraries initiative means your 
neighborhood library offers plenty of computers, online and in-person homework help, books and 
resources, and engaging programs for teens, like poetry slams and open mics. 


Street Fairs Festive fun in Coney Island (6/18) and Brighton Beach (6/11) 

Zoo on the Move Brings The Prospect Park Zoo to you! 

Meet the Author Series Meet Mo Willems, Jacqueline Woodson and Nina Crews 


Learning in Libraries is in place in 10 BPL neighborhood libraries: 

Bay Ridge 718.748.5709 Brower Park 718.773.7208 

Clinton Hill 718.398.8713 Coney Island 718.265.3220 

Flatbush 718.856.0813 Greenpoint 718.349.8504 

Kings Bay 718.368.1709 Marcy 718.935.0032 

Midwood 718.252.0967 New Lots 718.649.0311 


> > > Check out Learning in Libraries at BPL! 


Instruction 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 

Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock 
Call for free interview 

Bands available 

718-768-3804 R1 


guitar lessons 

2002 Berklee College of Music Grad. 



617-823-7784 


Tutoring 


SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad - 1500 SAT, 
10+ yrs exp teaching SAT and 
writing skills. Tutoring or small 

in Park Slope or your home. 

Ed Antoine 

( 718 ) 501-5111 D26 

HOME TUTOR 

Instruction in your home for 
Essay Writing, Term Papers, 
Reading, Social Studies, Math 
and Test Prepraration. 

Harold 

718 - 859-3113 X17 



n Need a pre-school 

in Downtown Brooklyn? 
Consider Kiddie Korncr 

Jewish Preschool 


www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org 


Learning in Libraries is generously funded by The Wallace Foundation. 



< .rill for a tour today: 718 596-4840 


SHAOLIN RUNG FU 





I Park Explorers 

Day Camp 

Healthy outdoor fun 
in beautiful Prospect Park 

718 - 788-3620 

Ages 4 years through 14 years 


• Sports, arts & crafts, drama, pool beach trips, 
nature study, and old fashion play 

• Theatre arts, gymnastics and soccer. 

• Exploring Beyond for children entering 6-8th grade. 

• Early Explorers for children ages 2-4. 
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Yassky, Miller push DUMBO rezoning 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A rezoning proposal for 
DUMBO that has been 
under consideration for more 
than a year by the Depart- 
ment of City Planning re- 
ceived a boost from Coun- 
cilman David Yassky and 
Council Speaker Gifford 
Miller this week. 

In a letter sent March 16, 
Yassky, who represents DUM- 
BO, Brooklyn Heights and 
Downtown Brooklyn, urged 
City Planning officials to put 
forward a rezoning plan for 
the formerly industrial neigh- 
borhood, which has over the 


past few years shifted from an 
artists enclave to a booming 
neighborhood of high-end ren- 
tals and condominium sales. 

City Planning received a 
petition for comprehensive re- 
zoning in October 2003, at the 
behest of local residents, as 
The Brooklyn Papers reported 
at the time, but that effort 
made little headway and ap- 
pears to have languished in 
the borough office of City 
Planning, according to Yassky. 

The letters from Yassky and 
Miller, however, may give a 
swift kick in the pants to the 
agency to get a move on be- 
fore new high-rise develop- 
ment overtakes the neighbor- 


hood of primarily eight- to 10- 
story buildings. 

“Unfortunately, the city’s 
zoning of the area has yet to 
catch up with the progress of 
the community,” Yassky wrote 
in his letter to City Planning. 

Nancy Webster, president of 
the DUMBO Neighborhood 
Association, said Miller issued 
a similar letter to the agency. 

“We’re very happy that 
David and the speaker have 
contacted City Planning on 
our behalf,” said Webster. 

The importance of the re- 
design, she said, is to avoid 
the proliferation of “spot zon- 
ing” or variances approved by 
the city on a case-by-case ba- 


sis, some as tall as 30 stories. 

In December, the City Plan- 
ning Commission approved 
plans by the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society to 
build four 14- to 20-story dor- 
mitories and living facilities 
on a massive, empty lot 
bounded by Bridge, York, 
Front and Jay streets that sits 
in both DUMBO and Vinegar 
Hill. And according to filings 
by the city’s Department of 


IKEA... 

Continued from page 1 

“Our chairperson said that 
would be done,” he added, and 
a letter would be drafted and 
sent this week. 

Sones insisted it was not the 
same thing. The difference, he 
said, is that rather than having 
the DEC review existing re- 
ports filed by Ikea about site 
contaminants — reports that 
were proved false by the levels 
of asbestos found in the demo- 
lition — the DEC should do its 
own thorough examination. 

“The DEC has to do a full in- 
vestigation and analysis of what 
asbestos was there,” said Sones, 
who has been an ardent opponent 
of the plan to build the big box 
store on the Erie Basin at the end 
of Columbia Street since it was 
first announced last year. 

“Because Ikea did their own 
study, and they knew there was 
so much more asbestos than 
they claimed, we cannot trust 
it,” he said. 

The board’s promise to issue 
a letter, he said, missed the mark. 

“The point is not to have a 
dialogue with the DEC or to ex- 
press concern. It is to suggest it 
is now required that they do a 
full inspection,” Sones said. 

“When this community 
board passed Ikea, we did it 
with the understanding that 
when Ikea comes, and they 
screw up, then they’ll come be- 
fore the board and answer to us. 
Well, they’ve screwed up and 
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Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center 


263 7th Avenue, Suite 5E • (718) 499-7755 

www.perfectleg.com • fax (718) 499-7887 


DENTISTS 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work -Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, dd s 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

9177893-8581 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bits. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 



Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 




MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St, & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our Now Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal ■ Gum Treatment 




FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) usance 

(718) 622-8020 a “ c S d 



718- 8DENTX5 

(718-833-6895) 

Oral Dental Care 


461 77 th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 


Buildings, a building at 100 
Jay St. at York Street will rise 
to 337 feet once completed. 

And the under-construction 
Beacon Tower, at 85 Adams 
St. at York Street, will be 23 
stories tall. All of the new 
buildings will dwarf the neigh- 
borhood, whose tallest build- 
ings stand 10 to 12 stories tall. 

“We’ve had some spot zon- 
ings, obviously,” said Webster, 
“and we anticipate that there 


will be more in the coming 
years. The neighborhood asso- 
ciation would very much like 
to have a comprehensive re- 
zoning so that the residents 
can have a seat at the table.” 

A Yassky spokesman said 
the councilman was glad to 
lend his support. 

“The community’s been 
discussing it for some time, 
and in the past year we’ve had 
several projects that have test- 
ed the boundaries of the cur- 
rent zoning,” said Yassky 
spokesman Evan Thies. “It’s 
best that we don’t do this 
piecemeal approach to neigh- 


borhood development.” 

City Planning officials 
seemed to respond, said Thies. 

“They said they’re going to 
consider it seriously, and 
we’re sure that they will, and 
we’re sure that in the very 
near future we can begin dis- 
cussion about the plan and 
what City Planning thinks is 
the best way of re-mapping 
that area,” said Thies. “I don’t 
think that’s something that’s 
being considered yet.” 

The next challenge, said 
Webster, will be incorporating 
the community’s desire to pre- 
serve housing and history while 


welcoming new development. 

‘We’d like to see a contex- 
tual rezoning that maintains the 
current scale of the buildings 
and the densities that we have 
— the feel and the sense of 
place you get,” said Webster. 

“We realize that when a 
neighborhood gets rezoned 
from manufacturing to resi- 
dential that people can be vul- 
nerable in that,” she said. 
“What we’d like to do is have 
some sort of affordable hous- 
ing requirement in any rezon- 
ing, but particularly one that 
gives preference to working 


they haven’t even come yet,” 
Sones admonished. 

While Armer insisted the mo- 
tion should be referred to the 
board’s Health, Public Safety and 
Environment committee, another 
board member inteijected. 

“I’m assuming it’s on the 
floor and I’m going to speak 
against it,” said William Blum, 
of Carroll Gardens. “It seems 
this agency is responsible to do 
whatever they’re supposed to 
do, and I’m not about to tell an 
agency what to do.” 

But land use committee co- 
chair Ernest Migliaccio pointed 
out that since Ikea had applied 
for the state brownfields program 
they’d be entitled to financial as- 
sistance in paying for remedia- 
tion of the development site. 

“I don’t think this is simply a 
matter of enforcement by the 
DEP; Ikea has made certain 
representations to the state to 
get a certain amount of money. 
The fact that these applications 
may be falsified puts it squarely 
into the matter of money, and 
that’s why it should go back to 
the committee,” Migliaccio said. 

Though Armer suggested 
inviting DEC and DEP repre- 
sentatives to the next public 
safety and environment com- 
mittee meeting — the commit- 
tee meets Monday, March 28, 
at the St. Mary’s Residence at 
41 First St., between Hoyt and 
Bond streets — at press time it 
was unannounced whether ei- 
ther agency would be present. 

Gabrielle Done, a spokes- 
woman for the DEC, told The 
Brooklyn Papers that the agency 
would review aspects of applica- 
tions, or conduct their own land 
studies, if an application was in 
question of being faulty. 

“If it is brought to our atten- 
tion,” she said, “yes, we can in- 
vestigate a site.” 


Brooklyn Heights 
Arthritis Associates 

Arthritis Infusion Unit & Osteoporosis Center 

Daniel D. Ricciardi, M.D., FACR 
Yusuf Yazici, M.D. 

Gina DeSciora, CDT 

SPECIALISTS IN TREATING: 

• Rheumatoid Arthritis • Paget's Diesease • Osteoporosis • Tendonistis/Bursitis 

• Osteoarthritis • Behcet's Disease • Muscle Disorders • Inflamatory Arthritis 

• Psoriatic Arthritis • Vasculitis • Back Pain • Lyme Disease 

• Lupus • Gout • Sciatica • Sports Injuries 

All X-rays and Diagnostic Testing 
Done on Premises 


Are Your At Risk For Osteoporosis? 

Bone Densitometry Testing - Quick, Simple, Painless 



Conveniently located at 

100 Clinton St. (bet. Remsen and Montague Sts.) 

For additional information or appointment please call 834-0070 
www.brooklyn-arthritis.com • Most Insurances Accepted 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Quick, effective, long-lasting, 
affordable, gentle 

SOLUTION-FOCUSED 
PSYCHOTHERAPY. 
Appropriate for everyone. 

towards personal goals. Park Slope 
Office. 

Steven Katz, LCSW 
917-922-4983 M32 

Sergei Tsytsarev, Ph.D. 

Clinical Psychologist 

(718) 236-0700 X12 

FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

specializing in the reduction of stress, 
relationship crisis & school problems for 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W., LCSW 
Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


sssss? 



EATING 

PROBLEMS? 



(718) t 


ANGER MANAGEMENT 

Short-Term Therapy. Do you^ have 

Ray Reichenberg 

Psychotherapist 
(917) 627-6047 or (212) 598-1808 


Anne Levy, Ph.D. 

Clinical Psychologist 

Park Slope 
Adults • Children 

( 718 ) 930-3041 

www. DoctorAnneLevy. com X24 

WOMEN IN TRANSITION 

Directed towards insight, change, 
and new self image. Dealing with 
depression, anxiety, relationships. 

therapy. Reasonable Fee. 

Dr. B. Rapp 
718.638.0718 X14 


Fred A. Daniele, Ph.D. 



Children & Family 

( 917 ) 907-2772 X12 


NEED HELP? 



VALERIE ABEL, PsyD 

sSFHSSb 

Life transitions. 

718-399-0017 m 
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Acupuncture 


Sally Rappeport, LAC 




Certified), Bowen 
Treament for headache 
problems, allergies, pa 

Park Slope location. 


Therapy 
ain d msom- 


( 718 ) 398-5284 


Air Purification 


ASTH M A/ALLERGI ES? 

Needed: People who desire relief ro 
try a compact state-of-the-art home 
air purification system No cost or 
obligation. FREE Gift for partici- 
pants. HEALTHY INDOOR LIV- 
ING TECHNOLOGIES. 

( 718 ) 429-4238 D17 


Bodywork 


Jin Shin Jyutsu 

in Park Slope 

Balance Energy • Reduce Stress 
Promote Optimal Health 

Mia Wolff, Certified Practitioner 

(212) 226-3140 

churchstreetstudio.com w25 


Chiropractic 


re family through 


Gentle Chiropractic 

Bringing whole body & n 
health to the en ' r " 1 

gentle spinal ca 

Dr. Judy Knowles 

Network Spinal Analysis 

( 718 ) 832-1830 

Park Slope c 


Colonic Irrigation 


Colonic Irrigation 


( 718 ) 645-8827 




( 718 ) 633-5296 o6 


AN IRIS SCAN will accurately 
identify current health issues, 
body trauma sustained over your 

nesses. Questions? Call NY Center 
for Iridology, 212 968 0230. M-F 
12-7pm. C5, 


Massage Therapy 


Body Treatments for Well Being 

• Stress Relief • 

Bayridge 

( 718 ) 748-2250 

Call for appointment m; 


Personal Training 


Current Fitness Educator 

Now available for individual 
and small group instruction. 
Contact Annette Lang at 
(646) 284-7749 or 


Weight Loss 


LOSE WEIGHT, FEEL GREAT 

Summers just around the corner. 
Nows the time to start losing those 
extra inches. For details call: 

1-877-887-8951 or go to 
http://herbal-nutrition.net/santiagoherballl 


Let the power of Soy 

Shakes Re-shape you! 

Easy to follow programs! Affordable! 
Free samples and consultations. Find 

System! Call Lillian Today - 718-621- 
6818, 888-764-8058 or visit our 



y°ga„ 


( 718 ) 797-2100 X17 

















B’klyn's real 
newspapers 
are B’klyn’s 
#1 Ad Media 



Phone (718) 834-9350 

Email ads@BrooklynPapers.com 


WHY ADVERTISE? 


ice with your me 


je. The best reason to advertise in 20 


WHERE SHOULD YOU ADVERTISE? 

can target 1, 2 or 3 zones — or add our affiliated newspaper, Brooklyn 
Skyline, to reach Southern Brooklyn as well. GO BROOKLYN, inserted ir 

•DOWNTOWN ZONE 

The Brooklyn fliprr 

The Downtown Mews Brooklyn Heights Paper 
The Brooklyn Paper For1 a „ tnc .cii.ion him t. P ., 

•PARK SLOPE ZONE 

t he fork Slope Hiper 

The Sunset Pork Hiper The Ke rwinsten Paper 
The Midwood Paper Ocean Parkway Paper 

•BAY RIDGE ZONE 

The Bay Ridge Paper The Bensonhurst Paper 

WHAT DOES IT COST? 


HOW DO I GET STARTED? 





DEADLINES 


BROOKLYN 

cussinas 

Employment opportunities, Real Estate offerings, and a wide range of serv- 


WHERE WILL MY AD APPEAR? 


WHAT DOES IT COST? 




DOES IT WORK? 

10 years, which is proof of their satisfaction! 


PICK THE SECTION 
THAT IS RIGHT FOR YOU 

• Accountants and Tax Services 

• Attorneys 

• Computers and Web Services 

• Employment 

• Family Classifieds 

• Home Improvement 

• Real Estate 

• Services & Merchandise 

• Travel and Vacations 


HOW DO I GET STARTED? 

(718) 834-9350 ext 111 


DEADLINES 

The deadline for EMPLOYMENT and REAL ESTATE is 10 am Wednesday. 


a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled before its first insertion. Ads ordered 



LEGAL NOTICES 

(718) 834-9350 ext 104. P 
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At Green-Wood, 
dead are rising 


By Ariella Cohen 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Jimmy Bolbat likes his 
job for the variety. 

Some afternoons the me- 
chanic and maintenance engi- 
neer boards a lift, raises 15 or 
30 feet in the air and wipes 
clean someone’s fifth-floor 
window. Other days, he will 
repair an elevator or fix a leak 

Every once in a while, Bol- 
bat cremates human remains 
and slides them into a drawer 
on the fifth floor of Hillside, 
Green- Wood Cemetery’s new- 
est community mausoleum. 

Yes, Brooklyn’s grand 
necropolis is feeling the same 
hunger for soil striking as devel- 
opers all across the borough — 
and needless to say, it is coming 
to the same tall conclusions. 

“Space is virtually gone in 
the city of New York” said Jef- 
frey I. Richman, a New York 
art historian and author of 
“Brooklyn’s Green-Wood 
Cemetery: New York’s Buried 
Treasure.” “But if people have 
the choice of burying grandma 
in Katonah or Brooklyn, they’ll 
choose Brooklyn. Green-Wood 
chose to build up.” 

Rolling over 478 acres of 
hilly, green Sunset Park, the 
nonsectarian, non-profit ceme- 
tery is a gorgeous instance of 
man-made nature bounded by 
20th Street to the north, 36th 
Street to the south, McDonald 
Avenue and Fort Hamilton 
Parkway to the east and Sev- 
enth Avenue to the west. 
Founded in 1838, the ceme- 
tery served as the model for 
Central Park — Calvin Veux 
and Frederick Law Olmstead 
walked its winding, stone- 
studded green before land- 
scaping Manhattan’s best- 
loved lawn. Its many famous 
inhabitants include Charles 
Lewis Tiffany and Louis 
Comfort Tiffany, Charles 
Ebbets, of Brooklyn Dodgers 
fame, composer Leonard 
Bernstein and Andy Warhol 
protege Jean Michel Basquiat. 

In 2002, Green-Wood Presi- 
dent Richard J. Moylan real- 
ized that the cemetery was get- 
ting crowded and room for new 
plots scarce. “[The architects 
said], ‘The beauty of the ceme- 
tery is in that you never know 
what you will find around the 
next comer,’” said Moylan. 
“We didn’t want to lose those 
blind spots. We knew we had to 
balance the mission of burying 
the dead of New York and pre- 
serving its land so not to fill 
every possible space.” 

Green- Wood began build- 
ing community mausoleums 
in the 1970s, but Hillside — 
the only building for miles 
with shingles made of glass 
and a three-story interior wa- 



Green-Wood Cemetery officials hope their Hillside mausoleum will ease over- 
crowding concerns. 


terfall — is the only one re- 
quiring an elevator. Yet, 
lodged into the side of Brook- 
lyn’s southwestern glacial 
ridge, Hillside (the name indi- 
cates actual topography) rises 
no higher than its neighbors 
— Sunset Park’s low-slung 
brick warehouses and apart- 
ment houses. 

With its narrow footprint and 
2,000 spots left to be sold, Hill- 
side will allow the cemetery 
five more years of plot sales be- 
fore facing up to the space con- 
straints of burying in a city al- 
ready crowded with bodies — 
or causing any troubles with 
view-conscious neighbors. 

Outside of the glass walls 
of Hillside, the cemetery an- 
ticipates another decade or so 
of in-ground burials. “Maybe 
we will sell plots for another 
five or 10 years,” said Green- 
Wood Superintendent Ken 
Taylor. “But who knows how 
long we’ll be burying, we are 
still now burying in plots 
bought in the 1840s.” 

Without another mau- 
soleum, Green-Wood will 
only be able to promise wall 
space for another 15 years, but 
cremations, the cemetery an- 
ticipates, could go on indefi- 
nitely. Requiring nothing 
more than a drawer the size of 
an automat window, there will 
always be room for crema- 
tions, Taylor said. 

“Do you know the term 
NIMBY? Green-Wood was 
lucky. They built a five-story 
place with room for over 2,000 
[niche and casket spaces], but 
because they built into the hill, 
its top is hardly visible,” said 
Bee Kight, executive vice pres- 


ident of Milne Construction, 
the memorial builders who 
worked with the Manhattan ar- 
chitecture firm of Platt, Byard, 
Dovell and White, on the Hill- 
side project. 

Hillside ranks as the tallest 
mausoleum Kight remembers 
working on, three stories high- 
er than similar projects built in 
downtown Toronto and New 
Jersey. 

Since Hillside opened this 
fall, 30 burial places have 
been sold, most of them going 
to people from the neighbor- 
hood and selling for between 
$6,700 and $27,800 per en- 
tombment. A niche for an urn 
bearing ashes, known as a 
columbarium, in Hillside’s 
wall will cost between $1,000 
and $4,800. 

“[The community mau- 
soleums are] where the mon- 
ey’s at,” said Bolbat. “The 
new mausoleum is fancy, and 
tall, but in 10 years they’ll be 
building them taller.” 

Washington Cemetery, on 
either side of Bay Parkway 
near Ocean Parkway, faces the 
same congestion problem as 
Green- Wood. “They might 
have to go into Long Island,” 
Moylan said, “It’s hard to 
drive a car through there 
now.” While the city is 
considering selling cemetery 
property it owns in Canarsie, 


the land’s poor maintenance 
makes it a hard sell to com- 
mercial cemeteries. 

Um space in Green- Wood’s 
community mausoleums — 
Moylan calls them mixed-use 
facilities because they include 
both columbarium and tradi- 
tional casket space — comes 
cheaper than a traditional 
stand-alone crypt. But with the 
savings, comes community 
mles. AH flowers must be arti- 
ficial. No flowers may be larg- 
er than 18 inches by 10 inches. 
Vases must be shatterproof. 

A few feet from the warn- 
ing sign, a flat-screen comput- 
er monitor emits Pachelbel’s 
“Canon in D,” the airy bottom 
floor filling with its own tinny 
symphony. 

So far, the best-sold plots 
are on Hillside’s second and 
third floors, where the light 
streams straight through the 
facade’s glass shingles and the 
only sounds come from the in- 
terior waterfall. Dimmer, and 
subject to the buzz of the 
building’s ventilation system, 
the first and fifth floors of 
Hillside lag behind in sales. 

“There is a slightly more 
industrial feel on some floors, 
just by the nature of a build- 
ing, and those floors are less 
popular,” Moylan said. “Peo- 
ple want to end up where the 
light is.” 


SERVICES & 
MERCHANDISE 


^ACCOUNTANTS 

\ & TAX SERVICES 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 



DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 


Investor? 


• See dollar and percentage changes 

• See your company's risk score 

• Trivia/Quiz test your skills with others free 

• Calculators to verify our numbers Free 
Audited financial statement numbers are 
published after they are filed with the 
Securities and Exchange G 


Other paid Services: 

• Auditing • Tax returns • Payroll 
• Website art consultations 
• Accounting • Bookkeeping 
A Andrew Harrison CPA P.C. 
Certified Public Accountant 
526 Ralph Ave., Bklyn, NY 11233 
Licensed in NYS 


1 -347-439-5423/1 -71 8-363-9500 


Peter R. Rich 

Certified Public Accountant 


(718) 788-1113 




^pers com 


Full Service Bookkeeping 
Taxes and Financial Statements 
Prepared for Individuals, LLC’s 
& Corporations 

* Management Consulting • Payroll 
* Expense Reduction Analysis • Electronic Filing 
All Accounting Needs 
All at Discount Rates 
Call Today for a Free Consultation 
JOHN DONOFRIO 

101 PROSPECT PARK SW SUITE 5C 
BROOKLYN. N.Y. 11218 T. 877.730.5801 
F. 718.788.2171 E hocinc0nyc.rr.com 
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Autos For Sale 


Computers 


2004 Mini Cooper S, four 
cylinder, fully powered alarm, 
a/c, six speed, 5,000 miles. 
$22,500. (917) 578-1414. 


Bed & Breakfast 


tfQynmyi otome 

An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 

6«#/Jume{ 917) 873-9493 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

Office • Residential • General 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


JULIA FELDMAN 

Julia’s Cleaning 

Service 


•ittnrfilty's ^Hau'isM 

"Old Fashioned Irish Cleaning" 
Specializing in: 


G ' ft 71 8-2^9-3334 /ab,e R31 


Computers 


Dattaway Computers 

SalM • Repairs • Upgrades 


646-326-2676 



computer 


Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! UFN 


Merchandise For Sale 


chairs, leather and teak wood. 
Wool rugs for sale. Classic style 
glass dining & cocktail tables. 
Best quality. (718) 748-1881. 


Merchandise Wanted 




Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

® LOOKING TO BUY 


FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 718-638-5770 


L(.)(.)K! 

Tfty OLD CLOCKS & 
'J WATCHES WANTED 

212-517-8725 


Typing 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 
• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc. 

(718) 369-0078 

Fax: (718) 832-1615 e-mail too! 


ATTORNEYS 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 

All Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $495* 


FREE CONSULTATION 

800 540-0822 


OVER 10,000 CASES FILED 

ALSO CHAPTER 13, 11, Divorce, Accidents, Slip & Falls 


STEINBERG, FINEO, BERGER & FISCHOFF, P.C. 
Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

Also Queens, Nassau & Suffolk Offices 
* from, plus filing fee 


Former N.Y. State Asst. Attorney General 

George S. Popielarski 

Attorney at Law 


• 45 Years Experience 

• Accidents 

• Workers Compensation 

• Criminal Defense 

• Admitted to all courts, 
including U.S. Supreme 


31 Smith Street 

(bet. Livingston and Fulton) 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 330-0404 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

IAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Steven C. 
Cunningham 

Attorney At Law 

Serving the legal needs of the 

LGBT Community, including 
domestic partnership, wills, liti- 
gation, bankruptcy, criminal 
defense and more. 

Call (646) 375-2160 

Weekend and evening 
appointments available 

www.CunninghamNYLaw.com 

116 W. 23rd St., NY, NY 10011 



• Auto/BusfTrain 

• Trips & Falls 

• Construction Accidents 

• Wrongful Death 

• Building / Stairs 

• Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Truck Accidents 


Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


718-858-2525 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 


GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 



Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 

32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 
Evenings and home 
visits available R2 4 


Andrew Krisel & 
Reed Grossman 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
We are experienced and aggressive. We 


and Estate Planning - Brooklyn Office. 

(718) 246-5492 (718) 222-1720 


See what we can do for you! 7/ 


BANKRUPTCY 


DIVORCE/TAX PREP 
Erase your debts. Get your life 
back. FREE phone consultation. 

Lovetts J. Joyner 

Attorney at Law 

(212)859-5012 D16 


INJURED IN ACCIDENT? 

Get a FREE experienced specialist’s advice for an honest, 
practical approach to your claim. The Insurance company 
is NOT your friend! Call us BEFORE you report your acci- 
dent not after! 

No Charge to call us! No obligation to hire us! 

TOLL FREE CALL 

1-800 -POPS LAW 
1-800-767-7529 

POPS LAW FIRM, 225 Broadway, 20th FI. New York, NY 10007 


OVERWHELMED 


By your debt? Have you considered 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


a 

S POLICE BRUTALITY 

Victim of Police Misconduct? 

' Fight Back!!! 

” • False Arrest • Police Assault 

V • False Imprisonment • Police Shooting 

Ml • Malicious Prosectuion • Violation of Civil Rights 


“Dont’ Get Mad... Get Justice 9 ” 

Call (212) JUSTICE® 

i 5 8 7 8 4 2 3 

You may be entitled to a LARGE CASH AWARD. 
There is NO FEE unless we recover for you. 

Law Offices of JON L. N0RINSBERG 
225 Broadway, New York, NY 10007 r )C 
“The Justice Hotline®” ' 
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Atlantic hub KO’d 
by track fire 


Associated Press 

A smoky subway track fire in Brooklyn 
slightly injured more than 30 people and 
snarled the morning commute for thousands on 
March 22, the Fire Department said. 

Service was restored near the end of rush hour. 

Most injured were treated at the scene, while 
four people were taken to Long Island College 
Hospital, on Atlantic Avenue in Cobble Hill, said 
Fire Department spokesman Paul Iannizzotto. 

The 7 am fire led to the evacuation of the At- 
lantic Avenue station and shut down the 2, 3, 4 and 
5 trains — which connect Brooklyn to both the east 
and west sides of Manhattan. The Long Island Rail 
Road also suspended service at its terminal at At- 
lantic and Flatbush avenues for about 40 minutes. 

The fire was brought under control in about an 


hour but it took about two hours to reopen the 
subway lines, and some residual delays persisted. 

Last Wednesday, a power failure disrupted the 
morning commute for thousands on the 4, 5 and 6 
trains along Lexington Avenue in Manhattan. Tran- 
sit officials said it appeared that water and salt had 
seeped through a manhole into a tunnel roof near 
the 33rd Street station, damaging signal cables. 

On Jan. 23, the A and C subway lines were se- 
verely impaired by a fire that destroyed a signal 
room at the Chambers Street station in lower 
Manhattan. 

New York City Transit’s president later apolo- 
gized for upsetune commuters when he said it 
would take up to five years to fully restore service 
on the damaged lines. The revised estimate is six 
to nine months. 


Mob charge for ex-cop 


Associated Press 

A former city police detective charged in eight 
gangland hits was accused more than 20 years 
ago of having ties to the mob but was cleared and 
stayed on the force. 

The NYPD launched an internal investigation 
of Louis Eppolito in 1984 after the FBI discov- 
ered his fingerprints on a police file recovered 
during a raid on the New Jersey home of a Mafia 
associate, Rosario Gambino. 

The department charged Eppolito with revealing 
secrets to organized crime and gave him a depart- 
mental trial that could have resulted in his firing. 
But a deputy police commissioner dismissed the 
case, the New York Times reported Wednesday. 

“This court cannot speculate as to how those 


documents came into Gambino’s possession,” the 
commissioner, Hugh H. Mo, wrote in a 1985 ruling 
clearing Eppolito. "The mere fact that the respon- 
dent was reportedly the last known person who had 
possession of those documents is certainly legally 
insufficient to support the charge that he passed 
them to Gambino or some third party.” 

Earlier this month, Eppolito and another for- 
mer detective, Stephen Caracappa, were charged 
with moonlighting for more than a decade as 
Mafia hit men who kidnapped, killed and engi- 
neered the slayings of at least eight rival gangsters 
for an underboss in the Luchese crime family, An- 
thony “Gaspipe” Casso. The government says 
they were paid thousands of dollars a month. 

The pair were arrested March 9 at a restaurant 
in Las Vegas, where they both retired. 


EsSSs EMPLOYMENT 


OPPORTUNITIES 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


O The YMCA of Greater New York is a community service 
organization that promotes positive values through programs 
that build spirit, mind and body, welcoming all people with 
a focus on youth. ..since 1852. We are currently offering 
the following excellent opportunities at our Dodge Branch 
located in Brooklyn, NY: 

DIRECTOR OF AQUATICS 
You will lead the Aquatics Department while providing quality member 
service. Key responsibilities include: strategic planning, developing 
programs, managing the budget, and recruiting, training, and supervising 
all aquatic volunteers and staff. To qualify, you must possess a Bachelor’s 
Degree and 3-5 years of experience in an aquatic supervisory position. 
You must be certified in the following: CPR, Swim Lessons, and NYC 
Pool Operations. You must also be trained in blood borne pathogens and 
child abuse prevention. 

FRONT DESK CLERK 
You will ensure that the day-to-day operations, policies and procedures 
are adhered to. Key responsibilities include: swiping membership cards, 
answering the telephone, ordering supplies, booking appointments, 
issuing various items to members and staff, and ensuring coverage of 
the desk and locker room at all times. To qualify, you must possess a 
High School Diploma and one year of supervisory experience. You must 
be certified in CPR and basic first aid. 

GROUP EXERCISE INSTRUCTOR 
You will conduct safe, fun, dynamic and effective group exercise classes. 
Key responsibilities include: creating and demonstrating choreography, 
modifying classes and routines according to the fitness level of class 
participants, and keeping abreast of current fitness programs and trends. 
To qualify, you must possess a High School Diploma and be certified in 
CPR and first aid. 

PERSONAL TRAINER 

You will conduct safe, fun, dynamic and effective personal training 
sessions. Key responsibilities include: designing training programs based 
on member needs and desires, providing health-related information to 
members, promoting the YMCA personal training program, and maintaining 
required personal certifications. To qualify, you must possess a High 
School Diploma and be certified in CPR and first aid. ACE, AFAA, ACSM, 
NSCA or NASM certifications are strongly preferred. 


We offer a competitive compensation package and comprehensive benefits. 
Please send your resume, indicating your salary requirements to: 
alhr@ymcanyc.org. Please indicate the job title that you are applying 
for in the subject line of your email. 



Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


BROOKLYN'S REAL 
NEWSPAPER have 3 
upcoming openings, 
created by staff retire- 
ment and business 
expansion. 

NEWS REPORTER (f/t - est 50 
hours). You'll have hard-news in 
your blood and be unyielding in 
your pursuit of the truth 
(whether it's getting the name 
of a new baby spelled correctly 
or getting the numbers straight 
for a real estate development 

stol | ° r <n poli j ical £ vesti ?®‘ 

agile and accurate in order to 
meet your budget of 8-12 sto- 
ries a week. (A car is NOT nec.) 
FEATURE REPORTER/LIST- 
INGS ASSOCIATE (f/t - est 50 
hours). Your eye will spot the 
feature angle and you'll have a 
working knowledge of the city's 

ing you'll assist the Features 
Editor in managing the newspa- 
pers' arts listings and in prepar- 
ing advertiser focus stories. (A 
car is NOT nec.) 

PART-TIME POLICE REPOR- 
TER. If you've worked the cop 
shop, and would like a 2 day a 
week f/l assignment, this might 
be for you. (A car would be 
helpful.) 

Please respond by snail mail 
only (specify position on the 

enclose your resume, a brief 
cover letter, and 3 to 5 clips) to: 

Jay Harris, Brooklyn Papers, 
Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 
11201 . 


f^fcooklyn 
^ apers 


BROOKLYN'S REAL NEWS- 
PAPER company is seeking an 
editor's "right hand" - a highly 
organized individual to help 
traffic incoming news leads 
and work as a sharp-eyed 
copy editor and proofreader. A 
lively interest in local news is 
helpful. Please respond by reg- 
ular mail with a letter express- 
ing your interest in and citing 
your qualifications for this posi- 
tion, a resume, and (optionally) 
clips of 2 to 4 published arti- 
cles. We are considering both 
full-time and part-time candi- 
dates for this position. Please 
indicate your preference. 
Write: Monica Davis, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., 
Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 
11201 . 

lYrooklyn 
^ - apers 


Receptionist 

F/T front desk position in busy NYC der- 
matologist office. P/T position in Park 
Slope office, exp. nec. Day & eve hours. 
Medical benefits & pension plan. E-mail 
resumes: Derm10028@yahoo.com 
Fax (212) 794-9271 or (718) 636-1308. 


Bookstore Entrepreneurs Wanted 

TOP INCOME POTENTIAL 

Flexible hours. Christian orient- 
ed. Internet access required. 
Ask for Oliver @ (917) 416-8171 

oliver@faithchristianbookstore.com. 


Brooklyn RE 
Professionals 

jor Manhattan RE company 
& sales for Bklyn branch. 


tattis@questgroupllc.c 



HOUSEHOLD HELP 


assist us in managing our 
te and grounds. The ideal 
didates will be a flexible, 
hard working couple able to 

tion. The combined duties will 
ude housekeeping, grounds 
keeping, gardening, light 

and automobiles, preparing 
le meals, cleaning, grocery 
pping, laundry, chauffeur, 
care of four dogs, assistance 
1 parties, as well as other 
duties necessary to maintain a 
1 6,000 square foot home, gar- 
dens and lawns. Private quar- 
, benefits and meals pro- 
vided. Salary commensurate 
with talent/experience. This is 




round p< 


The home is located in 
Oldfield, Setauket, Long 
Island. Please call 631-244- 
6261 or fax your resumes to 
631-589-0046. 


Cust. Sv/Sales Reps Needed! 
Work Fr. Home w/Own Business 
Earn up to $1,500/Mt P/T 
$8,000/Mt F/T 

888-215-0418 

718-621-6818 


Help Wanted P/T 


Warehouse Associates 

Needed for large industrial supplier 
on 3rd Ave. in Sunset Park. Morning 

ferred. Must be able to lift up *3 70 

(718) 965-1457 wl3 


Situation Wanted 


Personal Assistant - will handle 
all - free up your time for you. 
Call Tyler. (347)613-0526. xl5 


Not 


To the editor: 

Regarding your article, 
“Ratner begins drilling at 
Yards” [March 19], it is hard 
to imagine being awakened by 
the tune of a super-sized drill 
in one’s backyard, only to find 
out that one’s apartment build- 
ing now belongs to Bruce Rat- 
ner. Obviously Dean Street 
resident David Sheets knows 
that feeling all to well. 

I wonder, is Ratnerville al- 
ready here. . . 

• when landlords who have 
secretly sold out to Ratner 
don’t even have the decency to 
notify their tenants? 

• when citizens find out that 
the state’s review process has 
started only when the heavy 
equipment arrives? 

• when the city offers Rat- 
ner acres of city land, side- 
walks and streets for $1? 

Toto, I’ve a feeling that we’ie 
not in Brooklyn anymore. 

— Lumi Michelle Rolley, 
Park Slope 

A few points 
about B’klyn 
Bridge Park 

To the editor: 

I have been a Brooklyn 
Heights resident since 1997 
and homeowner since 1999. 
More important, I expect to 
spend the rest of my life — 
hopefully many decades — in 
Brooklyn Heights. 

As a transplant from the 
much greener Washington, 
D.C., and eager to see my 


• • 

Continued from page 1 
detailed information as to how 
they could sustain the schools. 
Central to both, said Hardiman, 
was the establishment of an ex- 
ecutive lay advisory board that 
would take responsibility for se- 
curing the stated financial and 
enrollment goals. 

“These lay committees knew 
what is necessary for them to be 
successful and they have accept- 
ed a huge challenge,” said Hardi- 
man. “This is a time for them to 
receive our prayerful support.” 

The list of schools, including 
nine in Queens, had long been 
considered at-risk, said a 
spokesman for the diocese, 
Frank DeRosa, who cited the in- 
creasing cost of operating the fa- 
cilities and a shift in demograph- 
ics throughout the city for the 
declining enrollment numbers. 

DeRosa said that a study un- 
dertaken by the diocese re- 
vealed that over the last five 
years, parochial schools in 
Brooklyn and Queens have 
seen enrollment reduced by 
11,000 students. In addition, he 
said, the diocese has con- 
tributed $7 million to schools 
whose revenues could not meet 
annual operating expenses. 

St. Thomas Aquinas, at 211 
Eighth St., in Park Slope, is still 
expected to close, despite simi- 
lar efforts by parents to create a 
viable business plan. 

According to a policy estab- 
lished two years ago, schools 
with fewer than 225 students 
were considered at risk. 

Parents from St. Finbar 
learned of the eventual closing on 
Feb. 8, when students came 
home with a typed letter signed 
by the parish’s pastor, the Rev. 
Joseph Holcomb, and the 
school’s principal, Rosina Kat- 
soulis. Several dozen parents and 
children immediately began plan- 
ning a new business model that 
would allow the school to survive 
on its own without being bailed 
out financially by the diocese. 

Bruzzese said that he and 
four others devised a plan to 
keep the school open that was 
accepted by Hardiman, though 
he did not have specific details 
of the plan by press time. 

Angelique Badyna, a mother 
of three boys attending the 
school and a fourth who she 
plans to send there, said that 
more than a school, St. Finbar 
was a big family of just under 
200 students. While one of its 
teachers had recorded 35 years 
at the school, its librarian had 
worked for the past two years 
free of charge. 

“I’ll tell you why it’s so spe- 
cial,” said Badyna. “It’s not just 
a school — It’s one big family. 
It’s been here for, like, 40 years.” 

At Sacred Heart-St. Ste- 
phen’s School, whose enroll- 
ment has dropped from 225 to 
150 students in the last four 
years, parents and employees 
say they were granted one 
month by Hardiman to develop 
a viable business plan that 
would reveal an estimated 
$800,000 in funding over five 
years. 

Led by Erik Akhund, a part- 
ner at a capital venture compa- 
ny and the parent of children at 
the school, a group of parents 
and teachers helped devise a 
plan that detailed everything 
from the cost of a pencil to the 
salary of a teacher or a janitor. 

Meanwhile, parents did their 
best to recruit more than 20 
new students when a new se- 
mester begins. 

‘We’re thankful, obviously, to 
the diocese for giving us this 
chance,” said Chris Smith, who 
has coached basketball for the 
church’s youth program 



in Brooklyn anymore 


LETTERS 


home borough and immediate 
neighborhood improve, for 
some years I’ve been follow- 
ing (and recently financially 
supporting) the progress of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

First off, let me state un- 
equivocally that I’m extremely 
pleased at the general design 
and direction of things. Van 
Valkenburgh Associates and 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park de- 
velopment Corp. have come 
up with an excellent overall 
concept and financial plan that 
seems to make the best of an 
extremely difficult site. 

That said, as you know, re- 
cendy released information 
about the park has caused a 
good amount of controversy in 
the surrounding communities. 
As a Brooklyn resident I’m 
writing this letter to express my 
position on these controversies: 
• Housing in Park 

I know that the community 
was quite surprised that there 
would be housing in the park. 
Personally, the housing is so 
small compared to the park as a 
whole that I feel that it in and 
of itself adds or subtracts very 
little from the general park ex- 
perience. I do know that there’s 
a mandate that this park be fi- 
nancially self-sustaining. 

While I very much would 
like to see the financial analy- 
sis opened up for inspection to 
neighborhood groups such as 
the Brooklyn Heights Associa- 
tion, I take Van Valkenburgh 
Associates at their word when 
they say that housing offers 
the largest sum of money in 
exchange for the smallest pos- 
sible footprint. I also think that 
housing will generate far less 
automobile traffic than most 
other potential commercial 
uses of the land. For all these 


reasons I accept the placement 
of housing in the park. 

• Height of building near 
Pier 6 

The proposed 30-story build- 
ing on the uplands of Pier 6 is 
simply too tall. It blocks views, 
it blocks light, it casts an ex- 
tremely long shadow, and con- 
sidering there will likely never 
be a nearby building remotely as 
tall, no matter how skilled the 
architecture, this building will 
always stick out like a sore 
thumb (The Citibank Tower in 
Queens comes to mind.) 

I understand that protected 
sight lines from the promenade 
and the weakened pier structures 
dramatically limit the placement 
of buildings. I also understand 
that height equals money. But I 
think most stakeholders would 
agree they’d rather see more 
acreage covered and a substan- 
tially shorter building. 

• Lack of athletic facilities 

With its off-the-beaten-path 

location, to be a true success 
the park needs the kind of ath- 
letic facilities that people use 
on a routine basis. I speak of 
things such as tennis, soccer, 
softball and swimming. I know 
the weakened piers dramati- 
cally limit their use and I also 
understand that there are few 
sub-sites within the park large 
enough to hold such facilities. 
Nonetheless I encourage some 
creative thinking. 

Would it be possible to put a 
few tennis courts on the roof of 
the maintenance building near 
Pier 2? Would it be possible to re- 
quire the inclusion of certain ath- 
letic facilities in the REP for the 


private housing? Could rock- 
climbing walls be mounted on the 
sides of the MTA’s vent tunnel? 
Could a few additional world- 
class, destination playgrounds be 
added? Even things as simple as 
tetheiball, bocce courts, bad- 
minton courts, or croquet greens 
would each have their surprising- 
ly large niche constituencies in 
Brooklyn that would make the 
park a regular destination. 

• Access from public 
transportation 

Finally, I’d like to address 
the lack of public transporta- 
tion to the park. Without some 
sort of public transit access, 
the park will be under-utilized 
on all but the nicest days of the 
year while at the same time the 
surrounding neighborhoods 
would be crushed under traffic 
and overwhelmed with people 
searching for parking. 

Solutions? Possibly opening 
up the tunnel from the Clark 
Street 2/3 subway station would 
work, though I expect it’s a long 
and somewhat unsafe walk. 

Much more enticing would 
be a jitney or trolley system 
making a continuous loop from 
Borough Hall, along the length 
of the park and back to Bor- 
ough Hah. Tied to the MTA’s 
fare card system I’d expect this 
to be a low-cost, possibly even 
profitable, means of moving 
people into the park. People 
scoff, but a return of trolley cars 
to Brooklyn would be a tourist 
attraction in and of itself. 

• The presentation of 
recent changes 

Design issues aside, it seems 
to me that the release of informa- 
tion related to these issues has 
been handled somewhat poorly. 

I’m not big on assigning 
blame. Rather, I like to ac- 
knowledge mistakes, correct the 
error, and move forward. Stum- 
bling start aside, the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy has 
done an excellent job of both 
making information available to 
the public as well as listening to 
people’s opinions. 

I attended the open house at 
St. Ann’s Warehouse where 


Van Valkenburgh was personally on 
the floor next to the model for hours 
— answering each and every ques- 
tion, listening to each and every 
opinion and idea. I attended a house 
party this week where the BBPC’s 
Marianna Koval did an excellent 
job presenting the realities of the sit- 
uation along with balanced views of 
the controversies. 

They should both be acknowl- 
edged for their recent efforts. 

— Peter Steinberg, 
Brooklyn Heights 

Ticketed for 
riding future 
Greenway 

To the editor: 

On Feb 17, at 8 pm, I was rid- 
ing my bike home from work in 
Bowling Green to Red Hook, as I 
do nearly every day, down Fur- 
man Street and onto Columbia 
Street, heading south. 

On Columbia Street, I often 
make use of the interim Greenway 
route on the west side of Colum- 
bia Street. Police officers there 
saw me and stopped me, ticketing 
me for riding on the sidewalk. 

If you can’t picture this area, it 
is a very wide sidewalk in front of 
the Port Authority. There are no 
residential buildings on this side 
of the street and the sidewalk is 
about 15 feet wide. It is ideal for a 
multi-use path and that is just 
what the Brooklyn Greenway Ini- 
tiative and the Brooklyn Green- 
way Taskforce have advocated for 
the more than six years. 

I know, because I have helped 
raise public awareness of Brook- 
lyn’s need for a waterfront green- 
way that is similar in scope to 
Manhattan’s. 

I have done this by assisting in 
clean-ups and in organizing annual 
bike tours. In fact, on the bike 
tours, luminaries such as Marty 
Markowitz, Nydia Velazquez, 
David Yassky and Bill DeBlasio 
have joined these tours. We rode 
this exact stretch of sidewalk on 
which I was stopped and ticketed. 

On the ride, participants were re- 
galed by pledges from all the elect- 
ed officials of the importance of 
this project and the importance of 
establishing an interim route. On 
Columbia Street, the tour rode on 
the west side sidewalk. 

— Alan Mukamal, Red Hook 
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APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


Bed Stuy 


st. Extra room can be used 
00m ^O^Neg.^CaN ^en^ 


Bushwick 

Nice, large 1 BR on Bushwick Ave. (near 
Cooper). Bright and sunny. HWD floors. 
Quiet bldg. $975. Call Agent (718) 
623-2600. 

Barcal ty Enterprise Realty D1 5 


Crown Heights 

Newly renovated. HDWD floor. New 
appliances. Many details. Quiet bldg. 
$1,300. Call Agent (718)623-2600. 
Barcal ty Enterprise Realty D1 5 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


East NY 


Kensington 

NO FEE. Large 1 BR - $900. 
electric, gas & hejt.^Near subv\ 

painted. Call Owner. 

(917) 497-6326 


Park Slope 


PARK SLOPE: 1 BR rer 


2 BR rer 


i/ated - 5 




SUNSET PARK: 3 BR wood floo 
$1550; 3 BR renovated -$1800 

Hot Homes Realty 
(718) 788-5435 


\ rooklyn 
^1 1 apers com 


MORTGAGES 


OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE 

In The Heart of 
Downtown Brooklyn 

8,600 sq. ft. on an entire floor. 
May subdivide. 

Light and bright with high ceilings 
Direct HVAC control. 
Freshly renovated lobby 
with new elevators coming soon 
Steps to incredible shopping, 
restaurants and transportation, 


Ingram & Hebron Realty 


Licensed Real Estate Broker 
718-624-0011 
www.ingram-hebron.com 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


PARK SLOPE & VIC 
www.7184992000.com 

New 

Millennium 

718-499-2000 

Prospect Ave, F-Train 1 BR duplex plus 
huge RecRm $1250 

Pratt Col. 3BR triplex w/deck & yd $2200 


Windsor Terrace 

6 rooms, tin ceilings, wood 
floors, new appliances. 1/2 block 
from F train & park. $1850 
monthly. 

(718) 972-3552 


Room For Rent / Brooklyn 


Room for Rent 

tone. $135-150 perwk. References 
;quired. Call owner. 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


Lot For Sale / Brooklyn 


Sunset Park 

EXCELLENT 

OPPORTUNITY 

Sunset Park MI-ID Zoning 
10,000 sq ft Lot Available 
Call Broker (718) 369-1200 x102 


To advertise please 
call (718) 834-9350 


CONDOS 
& CO-OPS 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Clinton Hill 

At its best! New Construction. 1 BR 

condo. New appliances, washer/dryer 
and d/washer, hardwood floors, high 

Spring. Contact Ron of Outreach Real 
Estate (718) 531-3995. 


HOUSES 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Park Slope 

Slope Prime - 1 blk. fr. Prospect Pk. 
II St. 4 sty Limestone Vacant 2 Mil. 
i Slope - Mcdonald Ave. One fam. 
jr Home - All New. 5 rm. Duplex 


Sunset Park 

2 Family Brick, move in condi- 
tion. Owner's duplex with 3 BR 
rental. Close to R train. Call Hot 
Homes Realty for details. 

(718) 788-5435 

Avoid Foreclosure 

Call for a free 24 hour 
recorded message. 

(888) 264-4829 

ext. 9001 


>aying New York rent? 

- Orlando, Florida? 
d in purchasing a 

. - jstment property? 

— .. . ...via, Realtor @ Century 21 
Selective. 

(321) 276-2399 



MORTGAGES 


No Obligation Mortgage 
Consultation 

□ Fixed and Adjustable rates 

□Mo Doc Programs 

□Low Closing Costs 

□Cash Out Refinancing 


□Bill Consolidation 

m 

ResourceOne’ 

NYS Mortgage Barker 

David or Gary Gticker 

718-230-1900 

668 President Street 
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IMPROVEMENT 


Boiler Repair 


For Quality, Reliable Boiler Repair 

Call (718) 443-5552 


- Cabinet Fair - 

12 years experience. Supported by local m; 


241 37th St. (across Costco 
(718) 369-1402 
www.cabinetfair.com 


9 (917) 731-4999 


custom closet, wardrobe, furniture, 
office & pantry/utility design 
interior design & renovation 

718.624.0328 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 




Custom Kitchens • Custom Bat 
Custom Finish Carpentry 
Plastering • Painting 
Wallpapering 
All Phases of Tile Work 
Hardwood Flooring 
Finished Basements & Extensioi 
We are licensed and insured ai 
we guarantee all of our work 
LICENSE #HIC1099974 

718-979-0913 


Chris Mullins ^8 
Contracting 


NORTHEASTERN 

CONTRACTING 


£ 


Rubbish Removal (cleanouts) • Design & Consulting 

Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 

Ask for George:*! 347^724-6540 


DECKS 

b,Bart M 


'i\\ 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 R24 




k (718) 926-3075 

BERGER 

QUALITY ELECTRIC 


JJ < 


, Best Electric 

( When it's done by the Best. 


(718) 501-5249 


Exterminators 


_ 


i * 


Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs^, 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING J&tL. 
Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 
LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


Floor Maintenance 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(917) 838-7549 
(718)645-0112 R37 

D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded, 
repaired, installed & refinished. 


71 8-720-2555 R24 

Experienced Floors, LLC 

Work you can count on - 
Fully Insured 

718-941-2726 or 347-236-7775 

- Act floors - 

Specializing in hardwood floor sand- 
ing, staining & refinishing and new 
floor installation. Borders & patterns, 
ceramic tiles & bathroom renova- 
tions, plastering & painting. 

(718) 363-2593 Office 
(917) 219-0146 Pager 

FREE ESTIMATES x29 

Brooklyn 
Floor Cleaning 

Carpets shampooed, tile floors 
finished. Professional service at 

Call (800) 771-6330 


3“IT’S SPRING” 

Wake up Your Garden 

Garden Service 

Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Maintenance - General Clean up 
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops 

718-753-9741 

“dig 

f design Sc maintenance 


T(646) 489-5181 
1(917) 988-6449 

/ www.gardendig.com 

JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


Handyman 

All kinds of home repairs. No job's 
too small. Eves & weekends O.K. 
Call Mr. Handyman. 

(917)951-6639 


Metropolitan Pro-Tek 
Security Systems, Inc. 



• Intercom Systems 

• Computer Networking 

• Home Theater Systems 

• Public Address & Sound 


(718) 921-3795 v 


Carbon Monoxide Detectors 


CARBON MONOXIDE KILLS 

NYC CO Law Conn 
Detector priced at 

• 

~ J 

iliance: Our KIDDE Basic Carbon Monoxide 
$25.00 (+ s/h) can protect you from deadly 
Carbon Monoxide poisoning. 

Additional 10% OFF* on all CO models. 

ORDER ONLINE 24/7 at 

t www.detectorsandalarms.com 

or call toll free 9:00-5:00 (est) 

1-877-877-7050 °S S 


Exterminators 


USA EXTERMINATORS 


^718-832-0900 


\ J^L '' 
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KBM Contracting 


Home Improvement 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 X3 , 


S&D 

Home Improvement 

Sheetrock, taping, int/ext paint- 
ing, wallpaper, wood floors, tile- 

Remodeling kitchens & baths 
our specialty. Fully Insured. Lie# 
1147276. All work Guaranteed. 

Simon (718) 998*1110 


Movers (Licensed) 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 

Local & Long Distance 
Special care for senior citizens 
Insured & Bonded 

Call (718) 339-2295 

Also garbage disposal handled 
ICC# 447103 D21 


Four Seasons 

Moving and Storage 
High Quality Movers at very low 
rates. Call for FREE ESTIMATES. 
Fully Licensed & Insured. Lie# 
391395. 

1 (888) 236-3055 


^. g 


TOP HAT MOVERS 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 


supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


^supr^ 

MOVING 

Experts on all kinds of moving 

(718)339-1339 


PROFESSIONAL 

MOVERS 

Quality Service - Expert Packers 
LOW RATES - FREE ESTIMATES 

A Company You Can Trust 

(347) 262-1726 
(917) 337-0558 

Se Habla Espanol 

(718) 208-5032 

Bestway Moving System x1a 


Organizer - 
Home Manager 

• Highly multi-tasked organized individual 

• Household errands/Home organization 

• Excellent language & computer skills 

• Accounting/Financial background 

Call (718) 338-8323 


fTO’l Finishing Touch 

55 PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 
Service and a job that will last!" 
• Painting • Skim Coating • Plastering 

Call (718) 332-7041 


$100 PER ROOM 

2 Coats Free. Minor Plastering 
from $100. Reliable & Clean. High 
Quality. Fences & Firescapes. 

Days 1-917-371-7086 
Eves 1-718-921-2932 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Tow Price 

Pi 

7 1 8-139-7309 


Creative (Designs Too 

Specialty interior painting, wall cov- 


rp 

-La 


'rofessionaf 
ainting 


Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper remova 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


09 

Interiors 


Painting • Decorative Surface! 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718-522-3534 


S LJ IMS HUME 
PAIIMTIIMG 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
lnt./Ext. • CorWResid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 
718-748-6990 
B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 

Ornamental, run cornice mould, 
and tinted plaster. Skim coating 
& domes and vaulted ceilings. 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 

Custom Design & Restorations^ 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 

Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 

Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 

* Watermains & Sewers 
Repaired & Installed * 

* All Work Guaranteed * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• U Plumbing H m 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


718-646-4540 


All Systems Roofing 


All work Professionally Applied by Owner 

Call Russ 

Cell: (646) 236-1147 
(718)608-8528 X i! 


C Johnston Roofing & Waterproofing 

FLAT ROOF 
SPECIALISTS 

Affordable, Prompt & Experienced 
Rubber Roofing & All Types of 
Protective Coatings for Roofs & Walls - 
Aluminum / Silicone Roof Coatings 
Shingles • Leaders • Gutters 

866-487-5799 

212-206-2342 


ftOOFEft 

IN BROOKLYN OVER 25 YEARS 

Roofing • Flat Roofs • Pitch 
Skylights • Shingles • Leaders 
Gutters • One-Ply Rubber 



(718) 833-3508 

Licensed & Insured HIC #0945754 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH & 
CONSTRUCTION 
DEBRIS REMOVAL 

Clean Outs 

Fast and reliable service 


Call: (718) 646-9002 


Not Track 


WAC! 


WAC. 

Lighting with attitude. 


1073 39th St (corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 
Everything in lighting. . . DISCOUNTED! ( 718 ) 436-2207 
Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 


Rubbish Removal 


Dee's 

Clean Up Service 

Gutters • Attics • Basements 
Garages • Rubbish Removal, etc. 
ALL BOROUGHS - 24/7 

(917) 863-5870 
(718) 978-8607 R27 


10 Yard Containers 

$325 

5 yard dumpsters - $219 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Basements Cleaned • Yards 
Construction Debris 


w 


Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

67-78224 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
8th year with The Brooklyn Papers 



Rubbishworks 

“The Affordable Alternative” 

CjWe Recycle 

Rubblish Removal 
& Cleanouts 

Wood • Metal • Construction Debris 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INTERIOR DEMOLITION 

TOLL FREE 

(866) 884-6000 

Containers ID, 20, 30 yds 

Best Prices in Town 


John 

Costello 


John Costello (718) 768-7610 


Upholstery 


» New foam cushions 


and verticals 
Table Pads 

Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Custom Window Installation 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Movers (Licensed) 


| MOVING YOUR WA Y 

Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Licensed & Insured Work Fully Guaranteed 

ivyiTI Paintin 9 & 

I VI I I Restoration 

Residential/Commercial 
Decorative Finishes Avaialble 

(718) 924-4856 Paint and Contractors of America 
MTI - Because it's time to paint! 

We Accept All Major Credit Cards 


Turner Restoration & Refinishing 

Dedicated to restoring 

Antiques • Fine Furniture • Historic 
Townhouse Interiors • Brownstone 
Doors • Brownstone Wood Interiors 
• Paint Stripping 

Free Estimates 

718-855-9530 



ILLA 

FINE CARPENTRY & 
RENOVATIONS INC. 

“ When quality counts to you 
allow me to treat your home 
ivith the respect it deserves” 


Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Basements • Windows 
Doors • Finish Carpentry 
Electrical • Plumbing 


Call Joey at 

347-885-7583 

LIC# 1188061 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-400 i 



Wood Stripping 


/^cfJTT// 

Recapture the original beauty of 
your fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 

removers and finishes. Careful consid- 
erate workmanship since 1959. Call the 
/^arkcflope Stripping TSam 

@ 718 783-4112. 

www.RefmishNY.com 


E & S Professional 
Wood Care 

Floor Sanding • Paint Stripping & 
Refinishing • Doorways • Molding 

Emerald 

(347) 451-7982/(718)345-5130 


Woodworking 


Woodwork Designed 
to Your Needs 

Custom Cabinets • Kitchens 
Countertops • Built-ins • Wall Units 
Bookcases • Carpentry • Doors • Trims 

Licensed, Insured & 

All Work Guaranteed 

Russell (718) 258-0976 


Full 

Classifieds 
Now Online 

I^Vooklyn 
^ papers com 
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Forest City Ratner has always believed in giving back to 
the community. We believe in creating jobs and housing. 
Better communities. Soaring opportunity for all. 

That's why we're proud to deposit $1 million in the 
Carver Federal Savings Bank, the largest African- and 
Caribbean-American run bank in the United States. 

The investment was made at Carver's branch in Atlantic 
Terminal, a Forest City Ratner Development. 


Forest City Ratner, Carver Federal Savings Bank 
and Brooklyn — all growing together. 


ForestCityRatner 


J^CARVER 

FEOERAl SAVINGS BANK 


ATLANTIC 


TERMINAL 


Pictured rom left to right: Bertha Lewis, ACORN; Joanne Minieri, Forest City Ratner Companies; Bruce Ratner, Forest City Ratner Companies; 
Deborah Wright, Carver Federal Savings Bank; Reverend Herbert Daughtry; and James Caldwell, BUILD. 





